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1. INTRODUCTION
This document represents the current status of my research into the ancestry of my great x5 grandmother Margaret Gandy. It is by no means a final report as there will always be more work to be done on both the parish records of St Mary's, Great Budworth and other mid-Cheshire parishes as well as many other sources in the Cheshire County Records Office. It will be constantly updated as more details come to light.

The major sources of information used are parish records and bishop's transcripts for Great Budworth. and the Quaker records for Frandley which have fortunately survived in good shape. These are all held at the County Records Office in Chester.

A note on dates

Before December 31st 1751 the English year started on Lady Day, March 25th and ended the following March 24th. The Chesterfield act of 1751 changed this so that the year began as we now know it on January 1st and ended on December 31st. To bring England in line with Scotland and Europe this Julian calender, which was twelve days behind the Gregorian calender, was dropped in favour of the Gregorian. To accommodate this the 2nd of September 1752 was followed by the 14th of September (i.e. the dates 3rd to 13th September 1752 do not exist).

The Quakers followed national practice but objected to the names of the days of the week and to the months January to August as these were named after heathen gods and godesses. Thus the days were named "first day" (Sunday), "second day" (Monday) etc. and the offending months also given numbers. Before 1752 this meant that March was the first month, April the second through to February which was the twelfth month (September, October, November and December retained their names). After 1752 all months were refferred to by their number (January being the first month, December the twelfth). To avoid confusion both number and name have been used for dates prior to 1752 e.g. 10/3[May]/1566. 

Double dating has been used for the period between January 1st and Lady Day, e.g. 8/12[Feb]/1673-4 indicates 1673 by the calender in use at the time. The first 24 days of March are ambiguous as 9/1[March]/1699 could mean 1698-9 or 1699-1700: in general the latter has been adopted but there will always be some uncertainty.

Acknowledgements

Thanks must go to Michael Gandy who initiated the research on the Gandy line and has been kind enough to share his results.

2. THE PARISH OF GREAT BUDWORTH

One of the great Ancient Parishes of Cheshire, Great Budworth extends some 8 miles from Appleton township in the north down to Barnton in the south, and 12 miles from Dutton in the west to Tabley Inferior, the most eastern township. Straddling the border of the Hundreds of Bucklow and Northwich,  the parish contains some 21 townships; Anderton, Antrobus, Appleton, Aston by Budworth, Barnton, Bartington, Cogshall, Comberbach, Crowley, Dutton, Great Budworth, Higher (Over) Whitley (technically a Lordship containing the townships of Antrobus, Crowley, Sevenoaks, Over Whitley and Cogshall), Little Leigh (chapelry), Lower (Nether) Whitley (chapelry), Marbury, Marston, Pickmere, Seven Oaks, Stretton, Tabley Inferior and Wincham.

Budworth means "dwelling by the water", the Great prefix differentiates the parish from the nearby parish of Little Budworth.

The Domesday Book mentions a priest of Great Budworth suggesting there was a church on the site in 1086, but there is no record of a church in the book. Before the dissolution the church was under the care of the Augustinian Canons of Norton, afterwards the tithes were passed on to Henry VIII's new College of Christ Church, Oxford. 

Great Budworth has a history of religious radicalism which is entwined with the story of Mary's ancestors, particularly the Gandy line. With a long line of Puritan ministers from the beginning of the 17th century, most notably John Ley (vicar 1616 - 1657, succeeded by the Presbyterian James Livesey) who is a benefactor in the will of the second William Gandy (died 1625). The parish was also one of the few strongholds in the county for the anabaptists in the middle of that century and, as we shall see later it was also one of the centres of Quakerism in the county. 

The village of Great Budworth itself, built around the fourteenth century church of St. Mary and All Saints which dominates the skyline for miles around, still retains much of its ancient charm and is a beautiful backdrop to family history research. The parish registers go back as far as 1558 and most of the 16th Century records are quite readable. The 17th and early 18th Century records do contain gaps due to water damage and wear and tear, particularly around the page edges and only become fully readable again at about 1748. The Bishops transcripts of these records go back to 1605 but again there are gaps. These records are now in the Cheshire Records Office. Unfortunately, a fire at the church in the 1960s destroyed most of the other parish records, including settlement certificates and other poor law documentation. 

The Gandy line follows the ancestry of my great x5 grandmother Margaret Gandy who married George Hindley in 1769, and goes back to Mary's great x 8 (my great x 11) grandfather William Gandy who was born around 1540 and died in 1616. This represents the furthest back of any of my lines so far traced. Gandy is in fact a relatively common name in Cheshire with branches in Lymm, Gawsworth, Aston, Leigh, Macclesfield, Church Hulme and many other Cheshire towns and has been recorded as early as 1361 in Chester and ~1387 in Menewich (Middlewich?)

During the 17th century the Gandies were very much part of the new middle class of Stuart England. Yeomen who gathered land with each generation and then acquired further wealth from their surplus crop, enhanced even further by providing a money lending service to their less well off neighbours; William (died 1625) and William (died 1639) were each owed considerable amounts of money at the time of their death and by the death of the fourth William in 1683 lands and properties had been amassed in Frandley, Sevenoaks and Cogshall. When William died without a son this wealth was dispersed and the lands sold off. 

These middle class strongholds were also a breeding ground for religious non-conformity and for much of the period with which we are concerned the family were either Quakers or Baptists. 

Gandie in 16th Century Great Budworth

There is a strong Gandie presence in Great Budworth in the first book of the parish records. The earliest mention is the baptism of William Gandie 10 May 1566 (no parents given), almost certainly our second William (see page 10) as I have found no other William son of William baptised before 1600 and the third William was born in 1602. If this is not our William then clearly the family moved into Great Budworth parish between his baptism and ~1600. 

Other early baptisms with no listed parents include Alice (26/Feb/1576-7) and Elinor (11/Sept/1579). Early marriages include Raffe Gandie and Alice (Foxcroft?) 13/2[Apr]/1582, Jinnie (?) Gandie (husband unreadable) 12/3[May]/1583 and William Foxcroft and Margaret Gandie (6/9[Nov]/1585).

Gandy families in the register include:

Peter Gandie had four children baptised before 1600: 

George (17/July/1591)

John (22/Nov/1594)

Elizabeth (17/May/1596) 

Peter (3/June/1599).

John Gandy also had four children baptised before 1600:

William (29/Apr/1594)

Ann (24/Apr/1595)

Margery (22/Aug/1596)

John (29/Nov/1599)

3. William Gandie of Over Whitley (? - 1616) and Ellena (? - 1603)

 The direct Gandy line has been traced as far back as William Gandy of Sevenoaks/Over Whitley who died in 1616. As William died in old age and the first son we know of was probably born in 1566 he was probably born ~ 1540. What we know for sure about William comes from his will and inventory as well as a few references in the earliest Great Budworth parish records. William had a sister, Elizabeth Devyas.

William lived in the small village of Sevenoaks, where, in 1595 he rented lands from the crown to the value of 4s
. In 1612 this had increased somewhat as he held a "messuage and eleven acres in meadow, pasture and arable land and one cottage upon the same land and one mosse roome on parke mosse, the yearly rent is 13s 11d"
.

Sevenoaks is a mile or so north west of Great Budworth on what is now the A559 and is separated from the village of Comberbach to the south west by Gib Hill, a road mentioned in William's will and which still bears that name today. The modern Sevenoaks is easily missed as you drive through it and consists of little more than a couple of farms (one of which is still called Sevenoaks farm) and Sevenoaks House.

There are two wives of William recorded in the parish records: Ellena who was buried at Great Budworth 5/3[May]/1603 and Maude (or Matilda to use the latin form), whom he married on October 26th 1604. From the will we know of two children, both presumably by Ellena:

William (10/3[May]/1566? - 1/10[Dec]/1623 - see page 10)

Eme married John Eaton at Great Budworth 5/10[Dec]/1599 and has a daughter mentioned in William's will:

Katherine. Married Thomas Key at Great Budworth 25/12[Feb]/1619; license issued at Chester 12th Feb 1619, both of Great Budworth, bondsman William Gandy. Thomas Key was one of the assessors for the inventory of William in 1624. 

According to William's will (1616) Katherine was brought up by her Uncle William so presumably Eme and John had both died by 1616.

William ("William Gandie the elder") was buried at Great Budworth on Lady day, 25/1[Mar]/1616. His will and inventory are transcribed on pages 38 and 40 respectively. Brief details of the will are as follows:

· Twenty shillings to repair the road between his house and Gib Hill

· Forty shillings to his sister Elizabeth Devyas

· Eleven shillings and thirteen pence (?!) to repairs for Great Budworth Church

· Beds and other items of furniture to his wife Maude

· Standing bed and accompaniaments to his grandson and god son William Gandy

· Fifty pounds to be shared between John, Hugh, Thomas, Marie and Matilda Gandy, his grandchildren

· Twenty pounds to his wife Maude

· One cow, forty shillings and silver "which was her grandmother's
" to Katherine Eaton, his daughter's child if and when she be married by the consent of his son William

· Twenty shillings to William Fernely his kinsman

· Napie and lynens to be shared between his wife Maude and his daughter in law Marie Gandy

· Husbandry ware, iron ware and implements of husbandry to his son William

· Best coat, doblet and best pair of breeches to George Fernely

· Best hat to his wife Maude

· Gowne to his son William

· Remainder shared between Maude and his son William

· Maude and William executors

It is interesting to see value placed on various items of clothing. Attitudes at this time were considerably different to our own in this respect: items of clothing were cherished and well looked after aquisitions. 

The inventory already reflects the moderate wealth that was to grow with the succeeding three generations: over £23 worth of gold, silver and ready cash plus £90 owing to him, in addition to the more usual small selection of livestock and various items of furniture and other everyday household items.

Nothing else is known about Ellena. Matilda, however, appears to have been something of an opportunist! She married William when he was already a grandfather and was married as Matilda Gandy so was probably already a widow. Having done fairly well out of William's will (significantly there is no proviso in the will about her remarrying), she remarried, to Thomas Bollington of Macclesfield. The marriage license was issued at Chester on July 10th 1616, less than four months after William's death.

4. William Gandie (1566? - 1625) and Marie Brodhurst

William was probably the William Gandie baptised in Great Budworth on May 10th 1566. No parents are listed in the record but the will of William (died 1616) show that they were father and son. He married Marie Brodhurst, daughter of John Brodhurst of Macclesfield Mill (see page 14), though where and when the marriage took place is not yet known. It was not at Macclesfield St Michaels and All Angels or at St Mary's Great Budworth.

William was a Yeoman of Over Whitley. He and Marie had eight children that have been traced:

William (28/2[Apr]/1602 - 1639, see page 15).

John (26/1[Mar]/1604 - 10/6[Aug]/1655). Of Whitley, two known children:

The Great Budworth Church Wardens accounts of 1699 record a bounty of 1d paid to a John Gandy for one hedgehog!

John (bapt. 14/7[Sept]/1634, son of John Gandy of Sevenoaks) John was converted to Quakerism by his cousin William (see page 15). In 1682 he was fined "Pewter and dish" worth 9s for 3 days absenting, and "two leather chairs, one brass pot and 3 pewter dishes" worth £1 for 11 days absenting. In 1683 he was arrested and sent to the Quarter sessions in Knutsford but was not called. On further imprisonment "being a weak man he fell into a fever and endangered his life" - suffering to the value of £9.10.06
. John's wife, Elizabeth was buried with the Quakers 24/5[July]/1694. John died 14/5[July]/1701 aged 60 and was buried at Whitley Quaker burial ground. As John died without an heir the main beneficiary of his will, made in June 1696 and probate issued September 1701, is his brother William. This will shows further signs of the Gandy family wealth, describing Messuages and tenements plus "houses, edifices, buildings, yards, orchards, gardens, closes, fields, meydows, pastures, parcells of land, comons, comons of pasture and turbury (for peat cutting), waies, waters, easements (rights of way), proffits, comodities and hereditaments" in Sevenoaks and Over Whitley
.

Elinor (bapt. 13/6[Aug]/1636, daughter of John Gandy of Sevenoaks - buried 28/8[Oct]/1652).

William Dates not known but mentioned in the will of his brother John. Is this the William Gandy of Comberbach listed in the 1674 Hearth Tax returns?

John was mentioned in William Gandy's will of 1616.

Maria (Mary) (bapt. 28/2[Apr]/1606, daughter of William Gandy of Smithe's Green, married Robert Forest 18/3[May]1627). Mentioned in William Gandy's will of 1616. Mary must have been somewhat troublesome as the main part of her inheritance in her father’s will is subject to her marrying to the satisfaction of her father’s freinds - whether Robert Forest fitted the bill is not known!

Matilda (Maude) (bapt. 29/7[Sept]/1608, married William Rawsthorne 1626). Mentioned in William Gandy's will of 1616.

Hugh (bapt. 27/8[Oct]/1611 - buried 22/12[Feb]/1685-6 at St Mary's Great Budworth). Baptist/Anabaptist (see page 20), Hugh Gandy of Nether Whitley (three hearths in the 1674 Hearth Tax returns) was probably the father of Hugh Gandy who married Elizabeth Brundret at St Mary's 26th November 1670 (see also page 52). Mentioned in William Gandy's will of 1616.
Thomas (bapt. 25/7[Sept]/1614). Mentioned in William Gandy's will of 1616.

Ralph (bapt. 9/1[Mar]/1616-7).

Richard (bapt. 3/3[May]/1621 - buried 7/2[Apr]/1668). Married Elizabeth Burrows 6/10[Dec]/1645. Elizabeth was buried at Great Budworth 13/12[Feb]/1659-60. They had one known son: 

William (bapt. at St Mary's 1/9[Nov]/1657, son of Richard Gandy of Comberbach).

The burial of William has not been found, but he would have died shortly after he made his last will on the 28th of December 1624. This will is transcribed in full on page 41.  A brief summary is:

· Dated December 20 1624, will of William Gandy the elder of Over Whitley, yeoman.

· To his wife Mary the furniture in his house and lands, the silver beaker, two tables and his best nagge or mare.

· To Mary and his son John all his husbandryware, carts and ploughs. Also one tacke of land in Athwood (bought from John Warburton of Winnington) until the tenancy expires and certain parcels of land bought from Mr Baal subject to the yearly rent being paid.

· To Mary and his son William the lowest house and grounds as long as Mr Brasie will be pleased to allow them to be tenants.

· Return to his son William the bed (now in Mr Walshall’s chamber) and curtains thereof and his best but one feather bed bequeathed by his father William Gandie (see his will of 1616).

· Also to William one folded table and the cupboard with it. Also one joined (?) chair (bought of Walshall) and his silver salt seller provided that Mary his wife can enjoy their use as she continues in the house with him. Also to William one two year old horse.

· To Mary Gandie his daughter in law, William’s wife, two silver spoons (except the best two).

· Fifty pounds left by his father to his children John, Hugh, Thomas, Mary and Maude to be taken out of his own money.

· His son William Gandie obliged by bond to pay to his sons Rafe and Richard ten pounds when they reach 21.

· To his youngest children Hugh, Thomas, Rafe and Richard £80 to be held in trust until they each reach 21.

· Whereas Thomas Hall of Brownslane is bound to pay him £100 at the next feast day of the purification of the Virgin Mary (part of which he has already received), £80 of this to his son John, provided that the money agreed with John Eaton of the pole for certain lands be paid out of it for John to enjoy the use of those lands. The remaining £20 to his daughters Maude and Mary - Mary’s part being her full child’s portion.

· Whereas Thomas Hall of Brownslane is bound to pay him £60 at the feast day of the purification of the Virgin Mary in 1625, this money to be paid to his daughter Maude.

· Whereas Thomas Hall of Brownslane is bound to pay him £60 at the feast day of the purification of the Virgin Mary in 1626, this money to be paid to his daughter Mary at the discretion of John Ley, vicar of Great Budworth, John Walshall of Over Whitley, gent, Thomas Brasie of Buckley, Peter Okell and William Gandie his son provided they approve of her marriage. Otherwise all or part to be shared between his children John, Hugh, Thomas, Rafe, Richard and Maude.

· Whereas Thomas Hall of Brownslane is bound to pay him £60 at the feast day of the purification of the Virgin Mary in 1627, this money to be paid to his youngest children Hugh, Thomas, Rafe and Richard.

· To his son John one filly colt.

· The money left by his father in law Brodhurst (John Brodhurst of Macclesfield), 20s each to five of his children has already been delivered.

· To John Ley, vicar of Great Budworth, John Walshall of Over Whitley and Thomas Brasie, gent, twenty shillings each in gold in remembrance of the good will and affection that he bore to them. The same amount to Elder, the wife of George Fearnely, and his second best suit of apparel to George Fearnely (George is also mentioned in the will of William Gandy 1616).

· Twenty shillings also to his kinswomen Katherine, wife of Thomas Key (actually his niece).

· To the poor of Over Whitley, Great Budworth, Brownslane and Comberbach, four nobles.

· To each of his god children 2 shillings if they come and get it.

· To the vicar of Great Budworth 20s to prepare his funeral sermon.

· Funeral expenses and debts to be paid out of his estate.

· Remainder to be divided into two. The first half to his wife Mary. Of the second half £20 to be divided between his son John and daughter Maude, the rest to be divided between his youngest children Hugh, Thomas, Rafe and Richard and given to them when they reach 21.

· Executors his wife Mary Gandie and son John Gandie, assisted by his son William Gandie plus John Starkie of Aston, Peter Okell of Crowley, Thomas Farion of Over Whitley and Touchet Littler of Barnton, yeoman. Overseers John Ley, vicar of Great Budworth, John Walshall of Over Whitley and Thomas Brasie of Buckley.

· Witnesses John Glendohe, Rafe James and Randall Carter.

There is also an inventory of William Gandy of Over Whitley in the CRO which was drawn up by Thomas Key, John Peacock, John Foxley and Rowland Heminfather on March 14th 1624. Larger than his father's it shows a significant increase in wealth since the previous generation. It also includes a number of entries for monies owing to William: 

Oweing by Richard ffleming 

  due at midsomer
11
0
0

Oweing by Mr Hatton
10
0
0

Oweing by Nicholas Everit
5
0
0

Oweing by Mr Leigh of Brownsland
9
10
0

Oweing by ______ Warburton
0
10
0

Oweing by Thomas Coppocke
0
10
0

Oweing by Robert Hatton
0
10
0

Oweing by Mr Jollie of Leeke
60
0
0

Oweing by Mrs Starkey
1
0
0

Oweing in debt book
26
0
0

Oweing by Thomas Hall 

 in Pensall (?) bonds
160
0
0

______ Littler
0
3
0

Oweing by William Gandie his son for to be

  paid unto his youngest children Rafe Gandie

  and Richard Gandie either (each) ten pounds

  when they shall accomplish the age of one 

  and twentie years if they still be living
20
0
0

5. John Brodhurst of Macclesfield Mill (? - 1612)
Details of the life and family of John Brodhurst are a bit sketchy. What we do know has been gleaned from the parish registers which exist from 1572 (a transcript is in Macclesfield library) and the damaged will and inventory of John in the Cheshire CRO. The records for Macclesfield St Michaels and all Angels have so far been searched up to 1600 and a full list of Brodhurst entries is on page 33. What is also unclear is why two families relatively far apart should have come together.

The picture we can put together shows John as a moderately wealthy yeoman who had at least five children. I have found no reference to his wife, though there may be something in the records after 1600. The children are: 

William. Described as eldest son in the will. Probably born before 1572.

The remaining children are of unknown chronological order:

Elizabeth. (bapt. 27th December 1573?) Married Frances Jackson at Macclesfield 22 Jan 1593-4. Described as wife of Frances Jackson in the will and as having (unnamed) children.

John. Mentioned in the will.

Marie (probably not the Mary Brodhurst de Sutton baptised 3 Dec 1580). Married William Gandy (see page 10).

Frances. "ffrances Brodhurst filius J Brodhurst de Mill, buried Jan xi 1579"

As indicated, the will and inventory of John Brodhurst is partly damaged. It is also written in a rather untidy secretary hand. What I have managed to decipher is summarised as:

· Dated 29th November 1610

· To John his son all the lands and ____ in the park grounds and three score pounds of English money.

· To the children of his son John xxs (twenty shillings) each.

· To his daughter Marie Gandie, wife of William Gandie twenty pounds of English money.

· To the children of his daughter Marie xxs (twenty shillings) each.

· To his son-in-law William Gandie xs (ten shillings)

· To his daughter Elizabeth Jackson [damaged parchment] pounds of English money.

· To the children of his daughter Elizabeth xxs (twenty shillings) each.

· To William Brodhurst his eldest son the rest of his lands and (leases?) and the rest of his goods, chattels etc. after funeral debts and expenses.

· William Brodhurst his sole executor

· As well as the usual livestock, household goods and items of husbandry, the inventory (taken in 1612) also lists a considerable number of debts owed to John, including those from Thomas Brodhurst de Lee (xvjs), Frances Brodhurst de Sutton (xs), Frances Gibbon of Norfolk (£23) and William Gandie (£9).

· Probate issued 23 September 1612

Action - continue with Macclesfield prs.
6. William Gandye (1602 - 1639) and Mary Hall (1602 - ?)

William was baptised at St Mary's Great Budworth 28/2[Apr]/1602, the eldest son of William and Marie Gandie of Over Whitley. Mary was the youngest daughter of Thomas Hall and Margerie Hall ne Marrowe of Latchford (see page 18). William was named as one of two executors in Thomas Hall's will.

William and Mary were married by licence on September 29th 1624 at Chester Holy Trinity Church, the entry in the register is William Gandye. Why they married at Chester Holy Trinity is a mystery; there is only one other Gandy entry in the entire register and this, plus the sparsity of Hall records confirms that this was not the family church for either side. The marriage license indicates that they were living in Great Budworth parish in 1624.

They had at least six children:

William (bapt. 25/7[Sept]/1625 - 14/12[Feb]/1683-4). Married (1) Katherine (died 15/5[July]/1664, buried at Whitley) and (2) Mary (buried 19/4[Jun]/1703). Had at least eight children, though four of these died as infants including all the children born to his second wife (Gulieluia Maria (8/4[June]/1668 - 2/8[Oct]/1668) plus other unnamed children in 1651, 1669 and 1670). The surviving children, all to his first wife Katherine are:

Thomas (bapt 12/1[Mar]/1654-5 - buried 3/12[Feb]/1655-6, at St Mary's). Is this the son of this William or of William of Comberbach (see page 10)?
John (23/10[Dec]/1657 - 13/1[March]/1659-60, baptised and buried with the Quakers)

Sarah (bapt. with the Quakers 15/3[May]/1658, married John Cawley 26/2[April]/1678). Widow in 1680

Ellen (bapt. with the Quakers 9/12[Feb]/1661-2 and excommunicated 1/3[May]/1681, married Henry Thorpe and emigrated to Pennsylvania)

It was this William (brother of my great x 8 grandfather Edward) who first led the Gandies into Quakerism (see page 20). William was convinced as early as 1653/4 though his first son Thomas was baptised and buried in the Anglican church
. All other children were baptised with the Quakers. We know from his will (dated November 13 1680, 3 years before his death) that William was a wealthy man with property and lands in Frandley, Cogshall and Sevenoaks, and this is confirmed in the Hearth Tax returns for 1674 where William is shown to have the largest house in Sevenoaks. The main points of his will are:

· £400 arranged by deed to his daughter Sarah Cawley (on her wedding day 26/12[Feb]/1678), wife of the late John Cawley: amount unpaid to be raised from the sale of lands or property.

· Wife Mary gets his bed and a milking cow plus rooms in "The Hall" where he lives: the parlour with rooms over it, two bays of the old barn with the little stable and cow house until she dies or remarries

· Property includes messuage in Frandley, messuage and tenements called Fearnley's Tenement, messuage and tenement called Sevenoaks Greene and Higginford tenement, all in Over Whitley Lordship

· Lands in Sevenoaks and Cogshall purchased from Robert Venables

· Lands in Middlewalk, Over Whitley, purchased from Henry and Thomas Barrow, gentlemen.

· Rents and tythes from these lands to his wife Mary.

· After her death the lands to be sold by his loving friends Thomas Hall of Brownland in Budworth and John Holford of Middlewich, gentlemen.

· Out of the profits, £50 to his daughter Ellen Thorpe, £50 for the schooling of the child or children of his brother Thomas.

· £20/year to his brothers Thomas and Richard Gandy

· £10 to Thomas's son Thomas

· £5/year to his cousin Thomas Hall of Latchford [Clarke?] (see page 18) and William Foxley's son of Antrobus

· To his loving friends Alexander Lawrence and Hanry Maddock, £20 to be disposed of to such charities as they wish

· £150 to his daughter Ellen Thorpe six months after his death

· All remaining properties after 3 years to be sold and the proceeds to his brother Edward Gandy

· Executors Edward Gandy, Thomas Hall of Brownsland and John Halford

· Signed Will Gandy in the presence of John Simpson, Thomas Whittigan and Waring Robinson

William was buried in the Quaker burial ground at Whitley 16/12[Feb]/1683-4.

Edward (1627 - 1709, see page 22)

Elizabeth (bapt.  28/1[Mar]/1630)

Richard (bapt. 9/8[Oct]/1636 - 31/10[Dec]/1716, of Over Whitley, married Mary Devenport 11/11[Jan]/1671-2 (Mary died 1673, buried 4/3[May]/1673) and (2) Ellen ?. Children from the second marriage include 

Katherine (bapt. with the Quakers 5/8[Oct]/1681 at Higher Whitley, married Isaac Richardson of Curdley, Lancashire, 20/1[Mar]/1707-8, later emigrated to America)

William (bapt. with the Quakers 3/8[Oct]/1685 at Higher Whitley)

Mary (see below)

Richard was converted to Quakerism by his brother William. The sufferings of the Quakers show that in 1677 Richard was fined £8.10.00 plus 5 cows, a Maw (straw) cart and Whooley [?] Plus 2 year old calves, total value £20. Richard was listed as an Overseer of the Poor for his own area in 1698. There was another side to Richard's character, however, evidenced by the fact that in both 1685 and 1693 he was disciplined by the Quakers for drunkenness. Furthermore, there was outcry amongst the Friends when Richard's daughter Mary was married by a priest, apparently with Richard's consent. It appears that this may have been more the doing of his wife Ellen as Ellen and Mary were both denied the truth; it is not clear whether Richard was also expelled. He was buried at Frandley 3/11[Jan]/1716-17, aged 82.

Thomas. There is no record of a baptism for Thomas (a guess would put it at ~1636) but he is listed in the will of his brother William (1625 - 1683). Thomas was a Dyer with a house and shop in Nether Knutsford (he is listed in the 1674 Hearth Tax returns with two hearths), and married Cicely ____. According to the Great Budworth burials register Thomas was buried at Whitley Town Field Quaker burial place on August 3rd 1698. Also listed in the will of William is Thomas's son:

Thomas. Again of Lower (or Nether) Knutsford, Dyer, and again no record of his baptism with the Quakers though, again like his father, he retained strong links with the family in Over Whitley. He married Catherine Dutton, spinster of Shirprest in Appleton at Frandley Quaker House 13/12[Feb]/1704-5 and they had three children baptised with the Quakers at Frandley:

Elizabeth (bapt. 28/1[March]/1705)

Thomas (bapt. 12/10[Dec]/1708)

Catherine (bapt. 19/11[Jan]/1714-5)

We do not know when Thomas was born (~1670, check Knutsford PRs?) but he did die young: married in 1705, children baptised between 1705 and 1715 and died 1720. He was buried "in woolens", not a Quaker burial but at St Mary's Great Budworth, on April 2nd 1720. He left a simple will dated 7th September 1717 (by which time he was already weak of body): all his real and personal estate to his wife to look after his children and two pounds a year for his mother.

Other possibly relevant entries from the Great Budworth records indicate that Thomas moved away from Great Budworth in the late 1660s, after the death of two of his earlier children:

Ellena, daughter of Thomas Gandy of Whitley, buried 13/5[July]/1665

William, son of Thomas Gandy of Whitley, bapt. and buried 15/1[Mar]/1665/6

William Gandy of Sevenoaks was buried at Great Budworth 23/3[May]/1639. No will exists but an inventory was drawn up. Assessed on June 7th 1639 by Peter Hall of Crowley, yeoman, Robert Eaton of Over Whitley, yeoman, John Eaton of Over Whitley, yeoman and Hugh Crosby of Brownsland, yeoman, it also lists monies owing to William:

William Whattikars for 12 measures

  of oats
0
13
0

John Hall
10
0
0

Raphe Ashley
2
5
0

George Eaton
0
15
0

Humphrey Browne
1
0
0

Robert Eaton
2
0
0

Tho: ffearnely
1
10
0

John Eaton
_
1
0

William Hankinson
1
0
0

Tho: Leadbeter
8
2
0

John Waterworth
0
10
0

Rich: Withers and Tho: Ludlow
3
5
0

______ Gillibrunt
1
0
0

William Holbro
29
0
0

7. The Halls of Latchford
Mary Hall was born and brought up in Latchford, on the south bank of the Mersey in the parish of Grappenhall. On the northern border of the ancient parish of Great Budworth, Grappenhall today is on the edge of the Warrington suburbs and split in two by the Bridgewater canal. North of the canal is a large mid-twentieth century housing estate; south of the canal is the old village centre and beyond that is typical Cheshire farmland.

The village itself retains some historical character. The ancient church stands in a cobbled lane and the village stocks still stand outside its walls, though how much of the present village would be recognisable four hundred years ago when Thomas Hall farmed just north of the village is debatable. What is not debatable is whether the village of Latchford retains anything of its Elizabethan history; now isolated from Cheshire by the Manchester Ship Canal to the south, and with the Mersey to the north, the one time farming community of Latchford has been totally engulfed by the sprawl of urban Warrington.

Thomas Hall (? - 1636) and Margerie Marrowe (? - ?)

Thomas Hall and Margerie Marrowe were married at Grappenhall in April 1595, by which time they already had at least one child, possibly three. Neither Thomas nor Margerie appear in the Grappenhall baptism records which commence as late as 1574 but Thomas at least was probably born in that parish: there is a strong Hall presence there but few (if any) other Marrowe references. In fact,  Thomas is probably the son of Thomas and Jane Hall, the existence of whom is recorded in the burial of Jane Hall, wife of Thomas Hall of Latchford 27/Sept/1588.

However, there are other candidates for Thomas's father:  John Hall of Latchford, householder, who was buried at Grappenhall in May 1587 and two William Halls, both of Latchford, both with inventories (no wills) at the CRO dated 1613 and 1615 respectively.

From the will of Thomas and the parish records we know of six children:

Ann (bapt. 30/8[Oct]/1590). "Bastard daughter of Thomas Hall begott by Margery Marrow" Not in Thomas's will

John  (bapt. June 1592?). Eldest son, mentioned in Thomas's will of 1636. Had a son: 

Thomas, also mentioned in grandfather Thomas's will and executor and beneficiary of the will of William Gandy of 1680 (see page 16).

Thomas (bapt. April 1593). Youngest son, mentioned in Thomas's will of 1636

Katherine. Eldest Daughter, mentioned in Thomas's will of 1636 as Katherine Horsecroft.

Elizabeth. One of two younger daughters mentioned in Thomas's will of 1636. Married Edward Parr of Lowton.

Mary (bapt. 22/9[Nov]/1602). One of two younger daughters mentioned in Thomas's will of 1636. Married William Gandy (see page 15).

Thomas was buried at Grappenhall 12/5[July]/1636, described as householder. Margery is not listed in Thomas's will so presumably she died before 1636. From Thomas's will we know that he was wealthy, with land and properties in both Latchford and Great Budworth. The will is transcribed in full on page 46, brief details are as follows:

· To his eldest son John Hall everything in the parlour of his Great Budworth house except the brasses; his bedstead etc. in the upper chamber, all his coffers, farm implements and ironware and his best doublet and jerkin (with silver buttons) and all the corn on his lands in Great Budworth.

· To his youngest son Thomas the remainder of his clothing and all his goods in his house at Latchford (except the brass pan) and all the corn on his lands in Latchford.

· To Katherine Horsecroft his eldest daughter the sum of £5.

· To the poor of Great Budworth and Brownslane 20 shillings

· To the poor of Latchford and Grappenhall 20 shillings

· Remaining goods (bedding, corn in the buttery, all his brass and pewter) divided between his younger daughters Elizabeth Parr and Mary Gandye.

· Executors Edward Parr of Lowton, Lancashire, yeoman and William Gandye of Over Whitley, yeoman, his two sons in law.

· To Thomas Hall son of John Hall his silver cup at his house in Budworth.

· Witnesses William Bennet, Thomas Yinshall, Hugh Wright.

· Debts owed to him by William Hayle of Brownslane, Alexander Fletcher of Brownslane and William Frome.

· Signed with a cross

The Halls of Brownslane

Thomas Hall had property in both Latchford (in Grappenhall parish) and in Brownslane, in the parish of Great Budworth. There were also other Halls present in Brownslane, notably William Hall (who had a son, grandson and great grandson William Hall baptised in 1600, 1626 and 1661 respectively),  Thomas Hall (wife Mary, who had at least three sons: Thomas, Samuel and John) and John Hall (who had a son Thomas baptised 1630 and a daughter Catherine baptised 1625/6). It is probable that the latter two (John and Thomas) are the sons of Thomas and Margerie, though proof is yet wanting.

Actions - recheck the Quaker record for Hall entries.
8. Early Quakers in Cheshire
Quakerism in Cheshire was established during the 1650s; early missionaries include Richard Hickock, a native of the county, as well as John Lawson and Richard Hubberthorne who both came to Cheshire from Wrexham in October 1653 and were promptly imprisoned at Chester. Lawson and Hubberthorne found evidence of Quakerism already in the county: in November 1653 Lawson wrote from imprisonment in Chester to Margaret Fell about people in Malpas who "were formally separated from the priests" and came together to "wait upon the Lord without words". Hickock was also one of the first to be imprisoned together with Elizabeth Morgan, also of Cheshire. 

Thus the first Quaker meeting in Cheshire was established at Malpas in 1653 by Lawson whilst Hubberthorne went east to Congleton where a second meeting was established 1654. On his arrival in Malpas, Lawson went into the church with four of his newly converted friends, one of whom soon became possessed of "the power" - an ecstatic state. In the belief that Lawson had bewitched the local townsfolk he was put in the stocks for four hours and then imprisoned at Chester with two of his newly converted friends. 

Other meetings were established at Chester by Thomas Holme of Kendal (who was imprisoned along with his wife Elizabeth Leavans in 1655 for going naked through the city) and at Mobberley by Thomas Yarwood, a puritan who had been convinced by Hubberthorne when the two had met in Chester Northgate prison. By 1669 there were meetings established in Cheshire from Chester and Frodsham in the east to Stockport in the west and down to Wilmslow, Macclesfield, Nantwich and Acton as well as Malpas in the south west. 

It was William Gandy (1625 -1683), the first Gandy Quaker, who established a meeting at his house at Frandley. William had been convinced by Hubberthorne as early as 1654, an event recorded in the sufferrings of the Quakers:

In ye first month of 1654 (i.e. March) it pleased god to send his faithful messenger and servant Rd Hubbersthorne into ye parts of Cheshire to a baptists meeting at Hugh Gandy's in Nether Whitley who at his coming confessed to ye truth that he preaches but seeing ye way strait (?) he went back. But Willm Gandy of ffrandley, being at that meeting was convinced by him, and several others that heard his testimony. And William received him to his house, and set open his doors for meetings. And many came from most parts of ye county every first day so that ye word of God grew. And there a meeting of ye Lords people called Quakers hath been keept and continues our faith to ye Lords praise for ever.

William soon carried his brothers Edward, Richard and Thomas and cousin John with him and the belief carried on in the family for three generations.

William Gandy's farmhouse was on the main route from the north to London, just six miles south of Warrington and became a regular staging post for the Quaker Missionaries ("Publishers of Truth") on their travels between the north and the capital. George Fox himself visited William several times, including one occasion on June 28th 1657 which is said to have attracted up to 3000 people. His preaching was claimed to have brought rain to a dry summer. Fox himself said "it was a noted thing generally amongst people that when I came still I brought rain.... and as far as the truth had spread in the North and South there was rain enough and pleasant showers.... and the like observance and expectation they have beyond the seas: when there is drought they generally look for the rain and as they receive the truth and become fruitful onto God they receive from him their fruitful seasons also". Tradition still has it in the USA that rain will accompany a Quaker Annual Meeting.

It is recorded in the sufferings of the Quakers that, on June 24th 1677, Sir Peter Leicester, a Justice of the Peace, attended a meeting at William Gandy's house, shut up the doors and placed a guard of soldiers on them. He took a list of about 200 names and Margaret Fox and Thomas Docwra were fined £20 each for preaching.

There were Gandys at Mobberley too. Amongst those present at a meeting at the house of Edward Alcocke of Mobberley when it was raided in July 1665 were Thomas and Henry Gandy of Pownall and William Gandy of Harford.

The eighteenth century saw a decline in Quakerism: Congleton was "not well attended" and Malpas was discontinued before 1746. Frandley declined but was still viable in 1792, though by this time the Gandys had severed their links. Middlewich and Newton closed in the 1790s and by 1831 only six preparative meetings survived; at Chester, Frandley, Macclesfield, Morley, Nantwich and Stockport.

The Frandley meeting is still active today and the present Quaker meeting house, built in 1882, is adjacent to the site of the Gandy farm. 

Sources:

Ed. Harris, The Victoria History of Cheshire Vol III, OUP 1980

Hodson, Cheshire 1660 - 1780: Restoration to Industrial Revolution, Chesh. Community Council 1978.

Braithwaite, Beginnings of Quakerism, CUP 1961

Richardson, Puritanism in north west England, MUP 1972

The Accounts of the Sufferings of the Quakers in Cheshire, Cheshire County Record Office EFC1/10/1

Personal communicatons from Michael Gandy to the author.

Sagar, The Bickerstaffe Quakers, Ormskirk FHS
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9. Edward Gandy (1627 - 1709) and Margaret (? - 1673)

Edward was born in 1627, the second son of William and Mary Gandie and baptised at Great Budworth 11/9[Nov]/1627. Nothing is known about Margaret. There is no record of their marriage either at St Mary's Great Budworth or with the Quakers. However, Edward and Margaret were probably married as Quakers, probably in the 1650s and probably had other children, baptised with the Quakers before the records were formalised. These records will be difficult, if not impossible to trace.

The one known son of Edward and Margaret of Over Whitley in Great Budworth parish is:

Edward (see page 23). 

Edward and his brother William were presented to the Knutsford Quarter Sessions in November 1658:

"for that they, or their servants, with one cart and three horses laden with lime about 21st October last did goe over and part of [Waterless Bridge, between Great Budworth and Knutsford] did break downe to the great danger of the fall of the whole bridge".

Though not initially particularly wealthy (Edward is listed in the 1674 Hearth Tax returns in Antrobus with a single hearth), Edward inherited the proceeds from Gandy lands and properties in Frandley, Sevenoaks and Cogshall from his brother William when he died without a son in 1683. 

There is an Edward Gandy listed as an Overseer of the Poor for Frandley in 1692, though which Edward this is not certain. Another Overseer listed is Edward Gandy for Gib Hill in 1705, probably this Edward.

Margaret died when young Edward was ~2 years old and was buried in the Quaker burial ground at Whitley 15/1[March]/1672-3. As far as we know Edward did not re-marry and was buried at Whitley 9/3[May]/1709 aged 85.

Actions - search surrounding parishes 1645-75 for marriage of Edward Gandy and Margaret.


Searched 1/3/96 (1655-75 only): Runcorn, Grappenhall, Daresbury. Not found.
10. Edward Gandy (1670 - 1744) and Mary Crosby (1671 - 1741) 

Edward is the only known child of Edward and Margaret Gandy of Over Whitley and was probably baptised with the Quakers though the event is not recorded. 

Edward first married Sarah Eyton (Eaton? - a very common name in Great Budworth - Source?), a non-Quaker. The marriage caused consternation with the Quakers as shown by a series of entries in the minutes of the Frandley monthly meetings
. The first of these, for 3rd January 1692/3 reads:

Account is brought that Edward Gandy the younger frequents a young woman's company of another persuasion in order to marriage and hath not wanted advice to the contrary from his Father nor Friends but that not being regarded it comes to this meeting which duely waying the matter appoints John Dutton and Richard Starkey to give him a visit and advise him to desist.

The matter persisted for several months during which Edward refused to listen to the Friends and resulted in him being denied the truth (expelled from the Quakers). An entry for the meeting held on the 4th July 1693 reads:

Hennery Maddock and John Twambrooks are appointed to speak with Edward Gandy who notwithstanding Friends care advice and frequent visits hath proseeded to marry the sd younge woman formerly hinted at.
All did not go well for Edward, however, as Sarah died without child a few months later and was buried at St Mary's on January 3rd 1693/4. Not long after this Edward caused further consternation by courting Mary, the eldest of four daughters to local Quakers John and Christian Crosby (see page 28). Mary had been baptised with the Quakers 17/10[Dec]/1671. An entry for the meeting 7th August 1694 reads:

Whereas it is reported that Mary the daughter of John Crosby hath of late entertained unto her company Edward Gandy the younger who formerly runn out and married a young woman of another persuasion which is dead and its thought he inclynes to marry the said Mary soe Friends can doe noe less than causion her father to be carefull how he gives any incouragement thereunto in regard as hee now stands out of unity with Friends it cannot be closed withall.

Edward resolved the issue accepting his wrongdoing and seeking to be accepted back into unity (meeting 6th November 1694):

This day was presented a paper wrote and sent by Edward Gandy the younger oneing his transgression in marrieing as aforesaid and Friends judgement to be against him in there denyall on that account which Friends accept of and order that it be recorded in the same book the paper against him was, that soe his return may be manifest.

So Edward married Mary Crosby with the approval of the Friends at Frandley 13/1[Mar]/1694-5. After this episode his commitment was obviously strengthened as he later became a Quaker minister  and Yeoman of Frandley and Whitley in the north of Great Budworth parish. He had at least seven children, all from his second wife Mary:

Christian (buried 10/7[Sept]1697)

Ellen (14/6[Aug]/1698 - 1753) married Samuel Garside of Crowton 6/1[Mar]/1721-2 and had at least two children (mentioned in Edward Gandy's will November 1742 as Garsey) 

Mary 
Ellen
John (9/1[March]/1699-1700 - 11/8/1765, see page 29)

Edward (26/4[June]/1704 - 29/12/1778), of Antrobus, married at St Mary's parish church, Great Budworth to Hannah Littler (buried 11/7/1766) 31/11[Jan]/1746-7. Though no longer a Quaker, Edward was buried at the Quaker burial ground at Frandley, on December 31st 1778, the last Gandy entry in the Cheshire Quaker records. One child is known:

Ellen (buried at Great Budworth 23/2/1770)

Samuel, married Mary Peacock (died 1736) 1725, Elizabeth Tummy at St Mary's, Great Budworth 20/11[Jan]/1740-1. Of Acton in Weaverham, there were two sons from his first marriage: 

John (married Mary [Roberts at Great Budworth 20/7/1771?]) 

Samuel (born 1734), established a dynasty in that township which has now died out.

Mary (9/11[Jan]/1711-2 - 28/11[Jan]/1711-2)

William (18/4[June]/1713 - 15/12[Feb]/1724-5) Died at Newton?
Mary died 24/7[Sept]/1741 aged 69 and was buried at Frandley two days later. Edward lived for another three years, dying on November 22nd 1744 aged 74 and was buried at Frandley three days later. It is clear from his will that he was "sick and weak of body" as early as November 1742. A full transcript of the will, dated 23rd November 1742 is given on page 51, a brief summary is as follows:

· Rents and profits of £5 a year from his houses in Stoppard to his daughter Ellen Garsey.

· After her death £3 a year from the houses to her husband Samuel Garsey, the remainder to be divided between Edward's sons John and Edward Gandy.

· After the death of Samuel Garsey the houses go to John and Edward Gandy and, on their deaths to their wives then to their children as well as Samuel and Ellen Garsey's  children Mary and Ellen.

· The sum of £1.1.0 to Edward's son Samuel Gandy of Acton

· The sum of 5 shillings each to Samuel's two sons John and Samuel Gandy

· All his goods to be sold to pay for his burial

· Executors Thomas Potts of Style, Husbandman and John Walmsley of Bartington, Husbandman. Thomas Potts later removed as executor and replaced by Samuel Gandy

Action - search surrounding parishes1665-75 for baptism of Edward.

Searched 1/3/96: Runcorn, Grappenhall, Daresbury. Not found.
11. The Crosbies of Over Whitley, Great Budworth
Like the Gandies, the Crosby family go back in Great Budworth parish almost to the beginning of the records. Early baptisms include Ann Crosby (10/4[June]/1577, possible sibling of John) and Richard Crosby (15/12[Feb]/1580-1 - see below). An earlier burial, of Elizabeth Crosby 20/4[June]/1575 may offer a tantalizing glimpse of an even earlier generation of Crosbies.

Humfrey Crosbie and Jane ? (died 1609)

The earliest known family of Crosbies in Great Budworth is that of Humfrey and Jane Crosbie of Over Whitley. Jane was buried at Great Budworth 26/7[Sept]/1608; her will (see below and page 37) describes her as the widow of Humfrey Crosbie, yeoman, of Over Whitley (the only reference to Humfrey so far found). We know from the manorial records that Jane rented considerable lands from the crown in Over Whitley and/or Cogshall in 1595, with a yearly rent of ,4.11s.7d, presumably the messuages and land later under the tenure of her son Hugh. One other possible son of Jane is Thomas Crosby who was paying 28s.10d annual rent in 1595 and passed his tenure on to John Crosbie. 

Briefly, the will of Jane can be summarised as:

· Dated 17th May 1608, the will of Jane Crosbie late wife of Humphrey Crosbie late of Over Whitley in the county of Chester, Yeoman, deceased

· To Robert Tuchett gent, her son one silver boole (?) gilt
. 

· To Hugh Crosbie her son one gold ring. 

· To Richard Crosbie her son one of her biggest Steres
.

· To Elizabeth Reddish her daughter (wife of George Reddish gent) her best bed and riding clothes etc.

· To Eme Crosbie, her daughter 20 pounds.

· The rest to Richard Crosbie, John Crosbie and Eme Crosbie her children.

· Witnesses Peter Marburie, gent, Thomas Oakes, Richard Woodnott and Jane Crooke. Executor Richard Crosbie her son.

The will also contains an inventory which lists the usual collection of farm animals and implements as well as household goods and furniture. Animals listed include four young beasts (vii£), three mares and one nagg (x£. xiijs. iiijd.), four calves (xxx£), iiij£ in sheep, xls in swyne, and xvis in pigs. Crops include significant quantities of barley, oates, peas and (pulses?), hemp and hemp seeds.

The known children of Humfrey and Jane are:

Hugh (mentioned in Jane's will). Of Over Whitley, Hugh inherited Jane's tenancy, as shown by the survey of 1612 where his rent included £4.11s.8d for "three messuages and about three score and ten acres in meadow, pasture and arable land, two cottages and two mosse roomes in parke mosse" This is in addition to the "one other messuage and about 16 acres in meadow, pasture and arable land with one mosse roome in parke mosse in the occupation of Robert Richardson" for which Hugh paid an annual rent to the crown of 21s.6d. In 1595 Hugh had been paying just 29s.10d rent. Hugh married Joan, bastard daughter of Thomas Tuchett (and half sister to Robert, also bastard son of Thomas, by Hugh's mother Jane) and had seven children baptised at Great Budworth between 1598 and 1614:

Jane (bapt. 26/3[May]/1598)

Katherine (bapt. 21/8[Oct]/1599)

Hugh (bapt. 27/6[Aug]/1602). Gentleman of Antrobus/Budworth. Married Elizabeth and had 9 children, baptised at St Mary's Great Budworth:

Ralph (bapt. 18/8[Oct]/1635, to Hugh Crosbie of Antrobus)

John (bapt 27/9[Nov]/1636)

Elizabeth (bapt. 14/5[Jul]/1638)

Margaret (bapt. 15/7[Sept]/1639)

Thomas (12/8[Oct]/1640 - 1642)

Hugh (2/11[Jan]/1641-2 - 1642)

Ellen (bapt. 6/7[Sept]/1645, to Hugh Crosbie of Brownsland. Died as infant)

Ellen (bapt. 13/5[July]/1647, to Hugh Crosbie of Midwalke)

Sarah (bapt. 6/2[Apr]/1651, to Hugh Crosbie of Sevenoaks)

Hugh Crosby of Sevenoaks is listed in the 1674 Hearth Tax returns with 2 hearths. Elizabeth, widow of Hugh Crosbie of Antrobus, was buried at Great Budworth 3/5[July]/1657.

Emma (1/4[June]/1604 - 16/4[June]/1640, did not marry)

Margaret (bapt. 15/6[Aug]/1605)

Robert (bapt. 30/11[Jan]/1607-8)

John (16/11[Jan]/1613-4 - 22/2[Apr]/1614)

Elizabeth. Married George Reddish, (mentioned in Jane's will).

Eme (mentioned in Jane's will).

John (mentioned in Jane's will, see below)

Richard (baptised at Great Budworth 15/12[Feb]/1580-1, mentioned in Jane's will).

Jane also had another son, Robert Tuchett gent, who was also mentioned in her will. This is the bastard son of Thomas Tuchett of Nether Whitley, son and heir of John Tuchett, Lord of Nether Whitley.

John Crosby (? - 1635)

A Gentleman of Over Whitley, John Crosby inherited the tenancy of Thomas Crosby who was paying 28s 10d rent in 1595, John rented "one messuage and two cottages with twenty four acres of meadow, pasture and arable land and one mosse roome upon parke mosse, the yearlie rent is 28s 11d" in 1612.

Thomas was probably another son of Jane and Humfrey. However, it is also possible that Thomas was of the same generation as Jane and Humfrey, and that he too may have had a son John.

John Crosby of Over Whitley had one son, Thomas, buried at Farnworth, Lancashire 26/4[Jun]/1600. John had seven children baptised at Great Budworth:

Margaret (bapt. 13/6[Aug]/1600)

Thomas (bapt. 10/2[Apr]/1603). Married Alicia Earle at Runcorn 10/12[Feb]/1628-9

Richard (25/9[Nov]/1604 - 1657). Married Ellanora Minshall at Runcorn 20/8[Oct]/1627. Of Middlewalke, Gentleman, buried 22/3[May]/1657 at Great Budworth.

Elizabeth (29/4[June]/1606- 6/5[July]/1606)

John (bapt. 22/5[July]/1608)

Hugh (10/7[Sept]/1609 - 15/4[June]/1678, married Mary ?). See below.

Robert (bapt. 26/11[Jan]/1611-2)

Nothing is known about the wife of John. John was buried at Great Budworth 21/10[Dec]/1635.

Hugh Crosby (1609 - 1678) and Mary ? (? - 1684)

Our line follows Hugh (who was listed as a Quaker and Church absenter in 1663) and Mary of Over Whitley, who had eight children baptised at Great Budworth:

Mary (bapt. 7/4[June]/1629) Married Richard [Taylor? See footnote] of Bickerstaffe, Lancashire. Mentioned in Hugh Crosbie's will.

John (31/1[Mar]/1633 - 1705), married Christian ? See page 28.

Hannah (1/1[Mar]/1634-5 - 2/3[May]/1713, did not marry). Mentioned in Hugh Crosbie's will. Buried in the Quaker burial ground at Whitley.

Thomas (bapt. 25/11[Jan]/1636-7, had a son John mentioned in Hugh Crosbie's will). Mentioned in Hugh Crosbie's will.

Katherine (bapt. 26/7[Sept]/1641, married Peter Dutton of Mosscroft). Mentioned in Hugh Crosbie's will.

Elizabeth (bapt. 22/12[Feb]/1642-3)

Hugh (14/2[Apr]/1644 - 25/9[Nov]/1709), Grocer of Warrington, Lancashire. Married Hester Hall of Congleton at William Hall's house, Congleton 7/4[June]/1681. Mentioned in Hugh Crosbie's will. Hugh was buried 28/11[Jan]/1709 at Eaton Quaker burial ground. Hester was buried as Esther Crosby of Congleton 2/10[Dec]/1720, also at Eaton, aged 74

Joshua (bapt. ?) Mentioned in Hugh Crosbie's will.

? (infant, buried 27/3[May]/1644)

Hugh was reasonably wealthy (he is listed in the 1674 Hearth Tax returns with 3 hearths) a fact confirmed in his will. This, dated 2/3[May]/1678 is considerably damaged and, despite extensive repairs, has many gaps. What is legible can be summarised:

· To his wife two beds with the furniture which now stands in the house.

· To [ ] Crosbie 5/-

· To Mary his daughter, wife of Richard [ ]
 of Bickerstaffe, Lancs, 5/-

· To his daughter [ ] Crosbie £7

· To his three younger sons Thomas, [Hugh] and Joshua Crosbie £7 apiece

· To Katherine his daughter, wife of Peter Dutton of Mosscroft £7

· £200 to be paid to his son John Crosbie (half of which has already been paid) to be paid out of his estate

· Remainder to be paid to his three younger sons and two younger daughters; Thomas, Hugh, Joshua, Hannah and Katherine.

· Property in Over Whitley, now in the possession of [ ] Pearcival of Over Whitley, carpenter, to his grandson John Crosbie, son of Thomas Crosbie.

· Executors John Crosbie (son) and Peter Dutton (son-in-law)

· Probate issued 11/7/1678

Hugh was buried in the burial ground at Whitley 15/4[June]/1678. Excommunicated in 1681, Mary outlived Hugh by over six years and was buried at Whitley 19/9[Nov]1684]

John Crosby (1633 - 1704-5) and Christian ? (1642 - 1716)

John was baptised at St Mary's, Great Budworth on March 31st 1633. Christian was born ~1642, and was probably the Christian Starkey, daughter of George Starkey and Ellen (ne Wooley) baptised at Great Budworth 21/Aug/1642. 
Records of John and Christian's marriage and possible earlier children have not yet been found. What we do know is that after their conversion to Quakerism John and Christian, of Over Whitley, had four daughters baptised with the Quakers:

Mary (bapt. 17/10[Dec]/1671, married Edward Gandy 1694, see page 23)

Sarah (bapt. 8/12[Feb]/1673-4, married Matthew Pott of Styall (n Pownall Fee, Cheshire) on the same day as the marriage of her sister Mary with Edward Gandy; 13/1[Mar]/1694-5)

Katherine (bapt. 7/10[Dec]/1674, buried 4/8[Oct]/1684).

Ellen (bapt. 15/11[Jan]/1679-80) Married Thomas Dale of Northwich, gent.

The Crosbies also appear in the records of the sufferings of the Quakers; in 1679 John Crosby of Over Whitley and his wife Christian were fined 8s by Jeffrey Shackerley and Peter Venables, "so called Justices of the Peace". They also had goods taken from them by Thomas Lawrison, Warden and John Peacock, Constable, to the value of £2.

John was buried in the Quaker burial ground at Whitley 30/11[Jan]]/1704-5 aged 74. Christian was buried 23/9[Nov]/1716 at Frandley, aged 72. 

Actions - search surrounding parishes 1640-45 for baptism of Christian and 1655-78 for marriage of John Crosby and Christian.


Searched 1/3/96: Runcorn, Grappenhall, Daresbury. Not found.
Also search surrounding parishes 1628 - 1635 for marriage of Hugh Crosby and Mary.
Search wills index for George Starkey.
12. John Gandy (1699-1700 - 1765) and Mary Nickson (1704 - 1776)

John Gandy was born to Edward and Mary Gandy of Over Whitley and baptised with the Quakers on March 9th 1699/1700. Mary was born ~1704, daughter of Mordicai Nickson, probably by his second wife Margery Poughtin (see page 31)

John and Mary were married as Quakers at Frandley on November 14th 1721. John was described at the wedding as a Grocer of Warrington, Mary as a spinster, granddaughter of Alice Nixon of Stockham (her parents had both died by this time). After the wedding they lived in Whitley and, later, Antrobus. The Antrobus connection is important because it was here that their daughter Margaret met her future husband George Hindley. John and Mary had at least eight children, all baptised as Quakers:

(Mary (bapt 1/3[May]/1722))?
William (died 24/7[Sept]/1726 @ 3 years)

Samuel (died 2/8[Oct]/1726 @ 1 year)

Ellen (bapt. 19/9[Nov]/1733). Married Isaac Houghton at Great Budworth 17/10/1754

John (died 24/4[Jun]/1741 @ 6 years)

Mary (born 13/4[June]/1741, married John Wilkinson 10/7/1766 at St Mary's, Great Budworth)

Margaret (bapt. 17/4[June]/1743, married George Hindley.

John (7/8[Oct]/1744 - 18/8[Oct]/1745)

Edward (25/3[May]/1746 - 1835) married Mary Plumb (1750 - 1826) 7/4/1768 at Great Budworth and had at least seven children:

Ellen (1768 - 23/2/1770)

John (1771 - 1847, married Elizabeth Nield 1799 and moved to Northwich).

Mary (born 1776, married William Clare 1799)

Samuel (1778 - 1842, married Ann Skerratt 1800 and moved to Warrington)

William (1780 - 1831, moved to Warrington)

Ellen (born 1783, married Samuel Newton 1811 at Davenham)

Sally (born 1785, married John Evans 1814 at Davenham or Samuel Wilson 1806 at Great Budworth)

An entry in the Accounts of Richard Frith, overseer of the poor of Cougshall and Sevenoaks for the year 1751 lists:


To John Gandy for a pare of suse [shoes] for Tho. Berry, 1 shilling.
John Gandy was buried at Frandley 13/8/1765 having died two days earlier. Mary was also buried at Frandley, 25/8/1776. Though buried in the Quaker burial grounds, the burial records show that John, Mary and John's brother Edward (buried 31/12/1778) were no longer members of the Society of Friends ("not in unity"). Edward's entry is in fact the last mention of the Gandy name in the Cheshire Quaker records.

13. The Nicksons of Runcorn Parish

Matthew Nickson (1642 - 1718-19) and Alice ? (1648 - 1729-30)

Mary Nickson/Nixon's line has so far been traced back as far as her Grandparents Matthew and Alice Nickson of Kequick/Stockholm (near Runcorn), born ~ 1642 and 1648 respectively though the baptism of Matthew is not recorded in the Runcorn Records
. Alice may be Alice Lydeate daughter of Richard Lydeate, baptised at Runcorn 13/June/1647.

Matthew and Alice were Quakers and were probably married with them before records were formally kept. They were not married at Runcorn All Saints (or Whitegate). The Sufferings record that in 1683 Matthew Nickson of Stockham was fined goods to the value of £1.15.00 for absenting. Another record in the sufferings records that:

"Mathew Nixon of Keckwick was fined at Halton Court by John Daniel of Daresbury esq. for three tythe calves, but Mathew Nixon knowing they were not due denyed to pay them and one Edward Twambrook a neighbour paid 18 shillings"

Two children of Matthew and Alice are known, both baptised with the Quakers:

Phebe (sic) (5/8[Oct]/1677 - 13/2[Apr]/1679)

Mordicai (30/11[Jan]/1679-80 - 7/12[Feb]/1715-16 - see page 31).

A possible third child of Matthew and Alice (though not mentioned in Matthew's will) is: 
John (married Mary Martland, both of Woodhouses, at Frodsham 23/10[Dec]/1702). Had at least 4 children: 
Mary (bapt. 11/4[June]/1703)

Mordicai (29/4[June]/1706 - 11/2[Apr]/1708)

Martha (bapt. 21/1[Mar]/1707-8)

Rachel (bapt. 15/5[July]/1711).

The will of Matthew Nickson, Yeoman of Stockham within Norton, Cheshire can be summarised briefly as :

· To Alice Nickson, his dear and loving wife, his two messuages "which I hold under Sir Thomas Brookes of Norton, purchased from Robert Hunt and Thomas Peacocke, both of Stockham, for 99 years"
· After her death to John Twambrook of High Legh, John Hough of Sutton and Thomas Boulton of Norton. To raise £400 out of the said Messuages.

· To his granddaughter Mary, daughter of his son Mordicai Nickson £250 when his grandson John reaches 21.

· To his other granddaughter Phoebe, daughter of his son Mordicai Nickson £150 when his grandson John reaches 21.

· If either dies before John is 21, the other to have her share.

· All his personal estate to his wife Alice and, on her death, to his grandson John (including occupancy of the two messuages). If he dies then his granddaughters to hold them.

· To the Norton meeting at Preston on the Hill 16/- annually out of the rents

· Probate issued 31st May 1718

· 26th July 1731 John Twambrooke declared that he had faithfully fulfilled the conditions of the will.

The burials of Matthew and Alice are recorded in the Quaker records on 14/1[Mar]/1718-9 and 16/12[Feb]/1729-30 respectively, both at Over Whitley.

Mordicai Nickson (1679-80 - 1715-16) and his three wives

Mordicai was baptised with the Quakers on the 30th January 1679-80, son of Matthew and Alice Nickson of Kequick. A churgeon (surgeon)/apothecary by profession he was not a practicing Quaker, having been "denied the truth" in 1701 for "severall gross miscarriages as drunkness and debaucherie"
. I get the impression that he could not care less!

The three marriages of Mordicai (in such a short life!) were to:

[1] Mary Heath of Parish of St Peter, Chester (married 7/4[Apr]/1702 at St Peter's, Chester), 

[2] Margery Poughtin of Runcorn. Married 6/9[Sept]/1703 at Childwall, Lancashire but there is no record of the baptism of Margery there.

[3] Mary Jackson of Weston, Runcorn. Married 24/6/1710 probably at St Michael's, Chester; not at Runcorn. 

Mordicai's known children, all baptised in the Anglican church, are:

Rachel [?] buried at Frodsham Parish Church 21/8[Oct]/1704

Mary [2?] (1704 - 23/8/1776), married John Gandy. Mentioned in Matthew Nickson's will.

John [3] Mentioned in Matthew Nickson's will. Left a dresser plus £15 by his grandmother Elenor Coppock (mother of Mary Jackson) in her will of December 15th 1715.

Phoebe [3] Mentioned in Matthew Nickson's will. Left £50 plus a chest of drawers, linens and all that was Phoebe's mothers on the will of Elenor Coppock
. 

Elizabeth [3] (2/3[May]/1714 - 18/4[June]/1715, baptised and buried at Runcorn)

Alice [3] (3/2[Apr]/1716(?) - 18/6[Aug]/1717, baptised and buried at Runcorn)

As well as John and Phoebe, grandchildren of Elenor Coppock, Mary Nickson is also mentioned in Elenor's will as sister of John and Phoebe.

Mary was probably the daughter of Mordicai's second wife Margery Poughtin: the dates fit well and it is probable that Mordicai's first wife Mary Heath died in childbirth. However, in the absence of absolute proof we can only speculate. There are no Poughtin wills listed in the Cheshire or Lancashire wills index
 for this time so the matter may never be resolved. 

If the surviving inventory is the complete document (see page 50) then Mordicai was not a wealthy man as can be seen by the fact that he was living in one room as well as by the value of his posessions - total value £5.11.6. (all the things he needed are there - bed, furniture, cooking and eating utensils, clothing etc and there are no other indications that the document is incomplete but can we be sure?)

The deaths of Mordicai's first two wives are not recorded in the Runcorn records. Despite his debaucheries and Anglican connections, Mordicai died at Halton and, despite his gross miscarriages, was buried with the Quakers at Whitley burial ground 7/12[Feb]/1715-16. Mary Nixon, widow of Halton was buried at Runcorn 8/June/1717.

Actions - search surrounding parishes 1655-78 for marriage of Matthew Nixon and Alice.


Searched 1/3/96: Runcorn, Grappenhall, Daresbury. Not found.
APPENDIX. 1 ST MICHAELS AND ALL ANGELS MACCLESFIELD - BRODHURST ENTRIES 1572 - 1600

The transcript (published as part of the church magazine) is not indexed as such but does include a list of surnames. Gandy is not listed as being present. All Brodhurst entries 1572 - 1600 are spelt BRODHURST or BRODHURSTE; there are none spelt BROADHURST.

DATE
NAME
b./c./m.

Apr 7 1573
Mary Brodhurste de Macclesfield 
bur.

May 8 1573
Ellen Brodhurst 
chr.

Nov 23 1573
Izabell Brodhurst m. Richard Whytacars
marr.

Dec 28 1573
Elizabeth Brodhurste 
chr.

May 28 1574
______ Brodhurst 
chr.

July 23 1576
Mary Brodhurst 
bur.

Nov 5 1577
John Brodhurst 
chr.

Feb 1 1577/8
John Brodhurst 
chr.

Jan 11 1579/80
ffrances Brodhurst filius J Brodhurst de Mill 
bur.

Nov 19 1580
Rauf Brodhurst de Sutton 
chr.

Dec 3 1580
Mary Brodhurst de Sutton 
chr.

Dec 8 1580
Rauffe Brodhurst de Sutton 
chr.

Jan 18 1580/1
John Brodhurst de Macclesfield 
chr.

Jan 25 1581/2
Edward Brodhurst fil Jo: Brodhurste 
chr.

Feb 12 1584/5
Roger Brodhurst de Sutton 
chr.

Feb 9 1585/6
Rauffe Brodhurst m. Margerie Brodhurste
marr.

Jun 5 1586
Mary Brodhurst de Sutton
chr.

Jul 1 1586
ffrances Brodhurste m. Elizabeth Henshawe
marr.

Oct 26 1586
Edward Brodhurste de Symontley
bur.

Dec 14 1586
Izabell Brodhurste de Ranowe
bur.

Oct 11 1587
Edward Brodhurst m. Margaret Hunter
marr.

Sep 23 1588
John Brodhurst an old man de foxbancke
bur.

Feb 2 1590/1
Joh'n Brodhurst m. Elizabeth Greaves
marr.

Jun 11 1590
Margaret Brodhurste
chr.

May 2 1592
Katherina Brodhurste m. Ricus Johnson
marr.

Sep 12 1592
William Brodhurst m. Margeria Pott
marr.

Mar 3 1592/3
A child de Brodhurst de Walkemill
bur.

May 12 1593
Ellen Brodhurste
chr.

May 16 1593
Two twynes of Jo: Brodhurst, yeoman de Symontley
bur.

Jan 22 1593/4
Frances Jackson m. Elizabeth Brodhurste
marr.

Apr 7 1594
A child of Jo: Brodhurst de Symontley still born
bur.

Apr 24 1594
The Wydowe Brodhurste de Foxbancke
bur.

Apr 26 1594
Two twynes of Brodhurste de Walkemill
bur.

Jan 28 1594/5
An Brodhurst fil' Jo: Brodhurste
chr.

Feb ? 1594/5
Elizabeth Brodhurst
chr.

Mar 17 1595
Frances Brodhurst
chr.

Jun 18 1595
Alize Brodhurst
cnr.

Apr 18 1596
A bastard of Alice Brodhurst
bur.

July 27 1596
Joh'n Heggenbotham al's Brodhurste
bur.

Nov 2 1596
Ed: Brodhurst fil' Jo: Brodhurst
chr.

Jan 25 1596/7
Joh'n Brodhurste fil' Jac Brodhurste
bur.

Apr 24 1597
ffrances Brodhurst
chr.

May 15 1597
Homfrey Brodhurst
bur.

Jan 23 1597/8
Ellen Brodhurst fil' Rogeri Brodhurst
bur.

Jan 30 1597/8
Joane Brodhurst uxor Rogeri Brodhurste
bur.

Jul 1 1598
Ann Brodhurst fil ffrancisci Brodhurst de Sutton
chr.

Apr ? 1598
Roger Brodhurst
chr.

Apr ? 1598
Roger Brodhurst fil' Jo: Brodhurst
chr.

Feb 20 1598/9
A child of Ed: Brodhurst de Walkemill
bur.

Apr 19 1598
Roger Brodhurst fil' Jo: Brodhurst
bur.

Aug 13 1599
Joh'n Brodhurst fil Jo: Brodhurst Blacksmith
chr.

May 5 1600
Joh'n Coup al's Brodhurste bapt apud Macclesfield
chr.

May 5 1600
Joh'n bastard sonne of Elizabeth Brodhurst de Symontley
bur.

Oct 12 1600
Mary Brodhurst  fil' Jo: Brodhurst 
chr.

Apr 17 1600
Thomas Brodhurst bastard of Thomas Brodhurst 


  and Mary Brodhurst
chr.

Apr 18 1600
Thomas Brodhurst bastard of sonne of Thomas Brodhurst de Lee 


  and Mary Brodhurst de Symontley
bur.

APPENDIX 2 - LIST OF GANDY WILLS 1545 - 1800 HELD IN THE CHESHIRE COUNTY RECORD OFFICE, CHESTER. 

(Key ancestors in bold)

1582
Isabella Gandy of High Leigh, Spinster. 

Checked 21/11/95. No connection found.
1608
William Gandie of Churcholme.


Checked 21/11/95. No connection found.
1608
Randall Gandy of Hatherton, Wybunbury, Husbandman, Nun, W. 







Checked 21/11/95. No connection found.
1610
John Gandie of Aston. 



Checked 21/11/95. No connection found.
1613
Joan Gandie of Smallwood, Widow, Inv. 
Checked 21/11/95. No connection found.
1616
William Gandie of Over Whitley

See pages 8 and 38.
1619
Hugh Gandie of Millington. 


Checked 21/11/95. No connection found.
1621
Ann Gandy of North Rode


Checked 21/11/95. No connection found.
1625
Thomas Gandy of Bollington

1625
William Gandie of Over Whitley

See page 10 and 41.
1625
Ann Gandie of Gawsworth, Spinster

1625
Edward Gandie of Gawsworth, Inv

1626
Thomas Gandie of Churcholme, W and Inv

1628
Hugh Gandy of Aldford

1635
William Gandie of Lymm, Yeoman, Inv

1639
John Gandie of Aston, Husbandman

1639
William Gandie of Over Whitley, Inv

See page 15
1646
Roger Gandy of Gawsworth, Yeoman

1646
John Gandy of North Rode, Husbandman

1646
Edward Gandy of Churcholme, Innkeeper

1649
Robert Gandie of Wych Malbank, Ad

1662
William Gandy of Churcholme, Inv

1662
Roger Gandy of Lymm, Inv

1663
Jane Gandy of Knutsford (infra), Ad

1672
Elizabeth Gandy of Eccleston

1679
Elizabeth Gandy (infra), Inv

1684
William Gandy of Frandley


See page 15
1685
John Gandy of Higher Knutsford, Ad, Inv
Checked 5/1//96. Of no value.
1689
Edward Gandy of Rode

1693
Edward Gandy of North Rode, Yeoman, Ad

1698
Thomas
 Gandy of Knutsford, Dyer, Ad, Inv
See page 16
1700
Edward Gandy of Gawsworth

1700
Elizabeth Gandy of Knutsford, Widow

To be checked out?
1701
John Gandy of Sevenoaks


See page 10
1703
Thomas Gandy of Hale, Yeoman

1703
Hugh Gandy of Lower Whitley, Tanner

See page 52
1710
John Gandy of Higher Lymm Booths

1717
Mary Gandy of Golbourn

1719
Rebecca Gandy of Gawsworth, Spinster

1725
Thomas Gandy of Lower Knutsford, Dyer
See page 17
1729
Edward Gandy of Gawsworth, Husbandman, Ad

1742
Robert Gandy of Lymm, Maltster, Ad

1745
John Gandy of Lymm, Gentleman

1746
Edward Gandy of Antrobus, Yeoman

See pages 22 and 51
1753
Robert Gandy of Over Whitley, Yeoman

See page 52
1758
William Gandy of Warrington, Yeoman

1760
Thomas Gandy of Macclesfield, Dyer

1762
Margaret Gandy of Macclesfield, Spinster

1763
Mary Gandy of Macclesfield, Widow

1765
Margaret Gandy of Warrington, Widow

1767
Robert Gandy of Chester, Attorney

1767
John Gandy of Macclesfield, Dyer

To be checked out.
Other relevant wills include:

1608
Jane Crosbie, widow, of Over Whitley

See pages 25 and 37.
1612
John Brodhurst of Macclesfield

See page 14.
1636
Thomas Hall of Latchford


See pages 18 and 46.
1678
Hugh Crosby of Over Whitley


See page 27.
1674
John Nickson of Whitegate


Checked 6/1/96. No connection found.
1715
Elanor Coppack of Warrington


See page 31.
1716
Mordecai Nixon of Halton, Churgeon, Ad, Inv








See page 50.
1718
Matthew Nixon of Stockham, Yeoman

See page 50.
TRANSCRIPT OF THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF JANE CROSBIE OF OVER WHITLEY, 1608

The transcript in the Cheshire Record office is probably not the original will as there are no signatures on the paper. Written in secretary hand, the whole includes an inventory taken by Thomas Sanders, John ____, Thomas Cocker and Thomas Crimes and two documents in latin referring to J Oakes Marbury (?) and Richard Woodnott of Budworth Magna. The significance of the latter two documents is not clear.

In the name of God Amen. The xvijth daie of Maie in the year of our Lord God one thousand sixe hundred and eight anns in the year of the reigne of our most gracious soverigne Lorde James by the grace of God King of England ffrance and Ireland the sixthe and of Scotland the one and fortieth defender of the faith. Jane Crosbie late wife of Humphrey Crosbie late of Over Whitley in the county of Chester, Yeoman, deceased (being then ____ nor sickness but of good and perfect remembrance) does in the presence of the persons hereafter named declare and pronounce her will and mind [regarding] the distribution ordering and bequeathing of her goods and chattells in manner and forme following.

ffirst she does will and desire that her debts and funeral expenses should be paid and discharged out of her whole goods.

Item. She does gyve and bequeath to Robert Duchett (?) gent, her sonne one silver boole (?) gilt
. And to Hugh Crosbie her sonne one gold ringe. And to Richard Crosbie her sonne one of her biggest Steres
.

Item. she does gyve and bequeath to Elizabeth Reddish her daughter now wife of George Reddish gent her best bed and all manner of furniture thereto belonging and the same then ____. Her best gowne and best ____, her (cirtle?, rirtle?) sadle bridle and furniture rhobes and safeguards
 and her best smockes.

Item. She does gyve and bequeath to Eme Crosbie, her daughter xx pounds.

And the rest of all her goodes and chattells whatsoever she does gyve and bequeath to Richard Crosbie, John Crosbie and Eme Crosbie her children to be equally divided amongst them three.

And this her minde and will was pronounced and in the presence of Peter Marburie, gent, Thomas Oakesof the towne, Richard Woodnott and Jane Crooke. And the said Jane Crosbie did then likewise appoint and name the said Richard Crosbie her sonne to be her executor and to dispose and order her goodes according to her minde and will above expressed.
TRANSCRIPT OF THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF WILLIAM GANDY OF OVER WHITLEY, YEOMAN. APRIL 1st 1616

Written in secretary hand, the will is for the most part clear and easy to read. There are a few illegible bits (particularly in the creases) and there is one hole covering two or three words in each of ~ 11 rows.

In the name of God Amen. The xxxth day of December in the year of our lord god one thousand six hundred and fifteen. I William Gandy of Over Whitley in the county of Chester, yeoman, growing now into ould age and being gripped with infirmities yet praised to god of sound and expert memorie and calling to mynde that all men dye and that the time thereof is purtaine toe in the feare of God make and ordaine this my last will and testament in manor and form following. 

First I bequeath my soule unto the hands of Jesus Christ my alone savyer and redeemer hoping and assuredly trusting by the mercy of his death and passion to obtaine remission of all my sins and everlasting life ____ ____ the saints and elect servants of god and I leave my body to be buried by the decision of my loving friends and my executors herein named. 
And as concerning such goodes and chatells as god has by his goodness bestowed upon me my will and minde is that they shall be bequeathed and bestowed in manor and form as herafter and herein expressed first my will and minde is that if in my lyfetyme I shall not or doe not amend the way betwine the house wherin I dwell at this place and Gib Hill that my executors at my decease shall bestow xxs upon the amending of the same in such that as by my sonne William Gandy and John ffoxley of Sevenoaks yeoman shall see fit. 

And I also give and bequeath towards the reparons of Great Budworth church xis xiijd and to ____________ this demand the same. 

And my will further is that if in my lyfe tyme I myselfe or the said William Gandy my sonne shall not or do not pay or discharge unto Mr Millington of Millington yeoman the sum of ffyve nobles
 of lawful English money for Mr Millington my sonne William stands boundeth and doe also procure some further estate from the said Mr Millington of a messuage and tenement in Millington or thereabouts wherin George Fearneley who inhabiteth for the good _____ of the said George his wife and children that then the said debt of ffyve nobles shall be discharged out of my estate goodes [transcriber's note - what does this all mean?!!!]. 

And I give and bequeath to my sister Elizabeth Devyas if she survyve _____ the sum of xls. 

Item I give and bequeath to Maude Gandy my wife the feather bed and Boulthers pillows and mapps whereupon I so actually lie in this place and the furniture and bedcloathes belonging _____ (excepting the curtaines and the bedclothes or bedcase). 

Item I give and bequeath to the said Maude my wife the double bedclothes now standing under my said bed in the said place. 

Item I give and bequeath to my god sonne and grandchild William Gandy my said standing bed or bed case and the curtaines therout belonging before excepted together with my other featherbed towards the furnishing _____ (of his house?) 

Item I do gyve and bequeath to John Gandy, Hugh Gandy and Thomas Gandy my grandchildren and to Marie Gandy and Maude Gandy likewise my grandchildren the summe of ffiftie pounds equally devyded amongst them for and towards their ______ (preferment?) 

Item I gyve and bequeath to the said Maude my wyfe twentie pounds of lawful money of England 

Item My will and mynde is that if Katherine Eaton my daughter's child shall be married by and with the advice and consent of my said sonne William Gandy and be ordered and governed by the said William until she be of the age of _____ twentie years that then she shall have gyven unto her at the tyme of her said marriage one cow, xls in money and silver from ____ which was her grandmothers and if she happens to dye before she be married then I gyve the last mentioned goods to my said sonne William Gandy's children to be equally divyded amongst them. 

Item I gyve and bequaeath to William ffernely my kinsman xxs. 

Item My will and mynde is that all my napie and lynens shall be divyded into two equal parts and I gyve and bequeath one part threrof for the said Maude my wife and the other part thereof to Marie Gandy my daughter in law for the better furnishing of her house. 

Item My will and mynde further is and I do bequeath to my said sonne William Gandy all my husbandrie ware, iron ware, implements of husbandrie whatsoever for the better enabling him to keep house and hospitalitie. 

Item I give and bequeath to George ffernely my best coat, my doblet and my best pair of breeches and to the said Maude my wife my best hatt and to the said William Gandy my sonne my gowne 

And as concerning all and singular the rest and residue of my goodes and chattels whatsoever after my due debts, final expenses and legacies before mentioned first paid and discharged my will and mynde is that the same residue be remayning shall be divyded into two parts the one moitie wherof I give and bequeath to the said Maude my wife and the other moitie to the said William Gandy my sonne 

And of  this my last will and testament I constitute and appoint the said Maude my wife and the said WIlliam my sonne the executors hoping that they will lovingly agree together and truly and faithfully performe this my will an all things according to my true intent and meaning 

And I desire Mr John Walthall of Antrobus yeo to be sole _______ hereof to see and call upon my executors for the performance and accomplishment of the same 

And I do hereby revoke all former wills by me made and publish this my last will and have hereunto put my hand and seale the day and year first written.

TRANSCRIPT OF THE INVENTORY OF POSSESSIONS OF WILLIAM GANDY OF OVER WHITLEY. APRIL 1st 1616

An inventorie of the goods and chattells of William Gandy late of Over Whitley in the county of Chester, yeoman taken the first day of April 1616 prysed by Robert Millington Thomas Gandy Thomas Janyon and John ffoxley as follows

One cow
liijs

Two year old calves
xxviijs

Two ewes and two lambs
xiis iiijd

One old black mare
xxs

Sixe hens and three geese
xijs

One hive of bees
iiijs

Two featherbeds sixe boulthers two pillows      

 three matresses foure blanketts foure coulettes  

 and two coverings
xjli xiijs iiijd 

Two bedsteads and one paire of curtaines
xliiijs

Three sheets
xxs

Foure cushions
iiijs

Three silver spoons
xxs

One other silver spoon
iijs

ffyve flaxen sheets ten paire of hempe sheets

 three Bord Clothes foure pillowbeires (cases)

 foure small napkins five powder sort  (?) of

 napkins foure paire of double sheets and

 two towells
xli
Three twill sheets and two sarkes (?)
xs

Two little tables with frames
xs

Cheares tressles shelves and bords
iijs iiijd

xxiiij peecs of pewter and one chamber pott
xxiiijs

In pcs of brasse
xxxs

In pcs of brasse and two kelletts
xxvjs 

One little dripping pan one pair of

 coboards (cobirons) one ould brenderet and two

 broaches (spits)
iijs iiijd

All the cowperie ware
xiiijs xjs

Ten muges _____ and dishes
xijd

Five pounds of flaxen yarn
xiijs

All his husbandrie ware
xls

All his apperel for his body
xls

Three thraves of _____ hempe
xijd

xijli of hempe hurdes (seeds?)
xjs

In Edward shillings delivered to 

 Maude the deceaseds wyfe
xls

Three pieces of silver
xiijs

Foure pieces of gould
xixs ixd

More gould in the chest
xjli xjs

In ready money
xli xijs

Money owing by John ffoxley
xiijli
Owing to him by Wm Gandy his sonne
lxxvijli
Transcript of the last will and testament of william gandy THE ELDER of over whitley, YEOMAN,  December 20th 1624

In the name of God Amen. The eight and twentieth day of december in the year of our lord god one thousand five hundred twentie and foure I William Gandie the elder of Over Whitley in the county of Chester yeoman, being sicke in bodie but of sound and perfect memorie god be blessed for it doe constitute ordaine and make this may last will and testament in manner and forme following. First and principally I bequeath my soule unto the hands of almighty god relying on him for eternal life and salvation by the onely mohity and previous bloodshed of Christ Jesus my assured redeemer and saviour and my body to be buried in the parish church or churchyard of Great Budworth by the discretion of my friends and executors in this my last will and testament hereafter mentioned and for all my worldly goods cattels and chattles whatsoever wherewith god of his mercie hath pleased to endow me I do dispose of them according to the honour here following.

First over and besides the foyniture which Mary my wife hath in my house and landes with their appurtonances my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath unto her the silver beaker and two tables which stand in the hall or house and the best nagge or mare which shall be in my possession at the time of my death to be in her choice to take which she will among them. Then my mind and will is and I doe hereby give and bequeath to Mary my wife William Gandie and John Gandie my sons all my husbandrrie ware and carts ploughes and all other implements hereunto belonginge equally to be divided into three parts between them.

Item my mind and will is that Mary my wife and William my son shall injoy between them equally the lowest house with the grounds belonging to it so long as Mr Brasie will be pleased to let them continue tennants to him for it.

Item my mind and will is and I doe hereby give and bequeath to Mary my wife and John Gandie my son one tacke
 of ground (taken of Mr John Warburton of Winnington and lying in Athwood) equally between them during all the yeares of the said tacke which shall be unexpired thereof at the time of my death.

Item my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath to Mary my wife and to John Gandie my son certain parcells of ground with their appurtonances (which I have taken of Mr Baal) to be injoyed equally between them during all the years unexpired of my tacke thereof at the time of my death provided that Mary my wife and John my son do equally between them satisfie discharge and pay yearly the rents agreed upon for the same.

Item I doe returne to William Gandie my son a standing bed or bedrase (being now in Mr Walshalls chamber) with the curtaines thereunto belonging and a feather bed (the best in my house but one) bequeathed unto him by my father William Gandie as is mentioned in his will.

Item my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath William Gandie one blanket and coverlet and one bedhilling which hath bin usual to the bed aforesaid to furnish it withall

Item my mind and will is and I doe hereby give and bequeath to William Gandie my son one foulded table in the parlour and the cupboard in the same place one ioyned chaire bought of Walshall and my silver salt seller provided that Mary Gandie my wife shall have and injoy the use of the said foulded table cupboard ioyned chaire and salt seller so long as she continues in the house with him

Item my mind and will is and I doe give and bequeath to William Gandie my son one bay twinter
 horse colt to make for him a nagge which aforementioned particulars refered given and bequeathed wholly or by participation to my said son William Gandie my minde and will is and I doe hereby ordain and appoint that they shall be for and instead of his whole childs part and portion in or of any part or parcel of my goods and chattels rights and debts whatsoever

Item my mind is and I doe hereby give and bequeath to Mary Gandie my daughter in law my son William’s wife two silver spoons the best in my house two excepted. Moreover my mind and will is and I do hereby ordaine and appoint that whereas my father William Gandie did give and bequeath (as may appear by his last will and testament) the summe of fiftie pounds to five of my children that is to my sons John Gandie, Hugh Gandie, Thomas Gandie (and) Mary Gandie and Maude Gandie my daughters, I say I do hereby ordaine and appoint that the said summe of fiftie pounds so bequeathed shall be deducted and taken out of mine own stock of money to be imployed to and for the best use behoofe and benefit of my said five children last mentioned till they attaine to the age of one and twentie yeares or shall have obtained some preferment bestowing their degree and parentage provided that they and each of them make and seale to mine executors and friends in truste hereafter mentioned sufficient acquittances for the full and final discharge of all and every of them couvering such summes of money so reteined from them.

Item whereas my son William Gandies standeth obliged into me by bond for the payment of some ten pounds to my son Rafe Gandie when he shall have accomplished the age of one and twentie yeares if he then be living and one other ten pounds to my son Richard Gandie when he shall have accomplished the same age of one and twentie yeares if he then be living, I do hereby appoint my son William Gandie to pay the said summes to my said sons Rafe Gandie and Richard Gandie as they shall severally in their times with life accomplish the age of one and twentie yeares and I do also hereby assign power and authorise to my sonnes Rafe Gandie and Richard Gandie to demand receive and recover the said severall summes of ten pounds as they shall severally attaine the age of one and twentie yeares according to the terms of the said bond which I do hereby give and bequeath into them

Item my mind and will is and I doe hereby give and bequeath to my four youngest children Hugh Gandie, Thomas Gandie, Rafe Gandie and Richard Gandie the sum of foure score pounds to be divided equally between them willing and appointing hereby the said summe of foure score pounds to be taken out of mine own stocke of moneyand to be employed to and for the best use behoofe and benefit of my said youngest children Hugh Gandie, Thomas Gandie, Rafe Gandie and Richard Gandie till they do either attaine the age of one and twentie yeares or do obtaine some preferment befitting their degree and parentage in fulfillment acquittances be made to mine executors and friends in trust hereafter mentioned for their full and final discharge from the said summes with the profits and issues thereof in the meanetime proceeding.

Item whereas Thomas Hall of Browneslane yeoman is by bond to pay to me the summe of one hundred pounds at the feast day of the Purification of the Virgin Mary next insuing (part whereof I have received already) my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath four score pounds of the said hundred to John Gandie my son provided that is the birgaine between my self and William Eaton of the pole for the taking of certaine grounds of him do provide and be concluded my mind and will is that the monies concluded on for the same shall be paid and reputed to be paid out of the said four score last mentioned and my son John in lieu thereof shall injoy the said grounds so concluded on during the tearme so agreed upon between us and as for the other twentie pounds of the said hundred mentioned my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath the same to Mary Gandie and Maude Gandie my daughters to be equally divided between them willing and ordaining hereby that my daughter Maries part in the said twentie pounds last mentioned shall be instead of her full childs part and portion of all my goods and chattles mouvable and immouvable whatsoever.

Item whereas Thomas Hall aforementioned is to pay unto me the summe of three score pounds at the feast of the purification of the Virgin Mary which shall be in the yeare of our Lord God one thousand five hundred twentie and five my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath the same to Maude Gandie my daughter to be employed to her best use behoofe and benefit.

Item whereas the said Thomas Hall is to pay unto me the summe of three score pounds at the feast of the purification of the Virgin Mary which shall be in the yeare of our Lord God one thousand five hundred twentie and sixe my mind and will is and I do hereby ordaine and appoint that the said summe shall be in the power of Mr John Ley vicar of Great Budworth, Mr John Walshall of Over Whitley Gentleman, Mr Thomas Brasie of Bucklie, gent, Peter Okell of Crowley Yeoman and William Gandie my son either to be divided by their discretion between John Gandie, Hugh Gandie, Thomas Gandie, Rafe Gandie, Richard Gandie my sons and Maude Gandie my daughter or else by the discretion of the said Mr John Ley, Mr John Walshall, Mr Thomas Brasie, Peter Okell and William Gandie my son to augment therewith the portion of my daughter Mary Gandie courluded by allotting either the whole three score pounds or part thereof more or less unto her as they shall thinke fit upon her good marriage and especially as they shall be mooved thereunto by their approbation or dislike of her bestowing of her selfe in marriage provided that if they shall allot any part unto her the overplus or remainder of the said summe shall rebound to John Gandie, Hugh Gandie, Thomas Gandie, Rafe Gandie and Richard Gandie my sons and Maude Gandie my daughter aforenamed equally between them.

Item whereas Thomas Hall aforenamed is to pay unto me the summe of fourtie pounds at the feast of the purification of the Virgin Mary which shall be in the yeare of our Lord God one thousand five hundred twentie and seaven my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath the said sum of fourtie pounds to my four youngest children that is Hugh Gandie, Thomas Gandie, Rafe Gandie and Richard Gandie my sons to be equally divided amongst them and to be imployed to their best use behoofe and benefit.

Item my minde and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath to John Gandie my son one filly colt which I now have.

Item whereas my father in law Brodhurst did give to five of my children five pounds so each of them twentie shillings I do here upon my last will and testament declare for the discharge of mine executors from the said five pounds that I have already delivered the same unto my childrens hands to whom it was bequeathed and given.

Item my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath to Mr John Ley, vicar of Great Budworth twentie shillings in gold, to Mr John Walshall of Over Whitley twentie shillings in gold and unto Mr Thomas Brasie gent twentie shillings in gold for a testimony and remembrance of that good will and affection I owe and beare unto them.

Item my mind and will is and I doe hereby give and bequeath to Elder the wife of George ffearneley the sum of twentie shillings and to George ffearnley her husband the best suit of apparell that I have at the time of my death one excepted.

Item my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath to Katherine the wife of Thomas Key my kinswoman the summe of twentie shillings

Item my minde is and I do hereby give and bequeath to the poore of Over Whitley, Great Budworth, Brownslan and Comberbach the sum of foure nobles to be divided among them by the discretion of mine executors and overseers hereafter mentioned.

Item I do hereby give and bequeath to every one of my god children two shillings if they shall come and demand it.

Item I do hereby give and bequeath to the vicar or curate of Great Budworth which shall be in those places at the time of my death twentie shillings to prepare my funeral sermon.

Item my mind and will is and I do hereby ordaine and appoint that my debts, funeral expenses and all such legacies as are before given and bequeathed by me in this my last will and testament shall be deducted paid and discharged out of my whole goods and chattels mouvable and immouvable whatsoever which shall be in my possession or any way appertaining and belonging to me at the time of my death.

Item my mind and will is and I do hereby ordaine and appoint that all the rest of my goods and chattles whatsoever remaining over and above the payment of my debts funeral expenses and legacies herein mentioned shall be divided into two equal parts or portions the one whereof I doe hereby give and bequeath to Mary my wife to be wholly hers to be in her power to doe with it and dispose of it after my death however she pleases and for the other part or portion of my goods be divided remaininge my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath twentie pounds thereof to John Gandie my son and Maude Gandie my daughter to be equally divided between them and for all remaining over and above the said twentie pounds my mind and will is and I do hereby give and bequeath the same to my four youngest children that is to Hugh Gandie Thomas Gandie Rafe Gandie and Richard Gandie my sons to be equally divided amongst them and if any of my said four youngest children happen to die before they attaine to the age of one and twentie yeares or to some preferment my mind and will is and I do hereby ordaine and appoint that the part of him among the said four so dyin,g or if more of the said foure die before they obtaine preferment or accomplish one and twentie yeares that the portion of them so dying shall rebound to him or them of the said foure that shall survive and overlive him or them so deceased.

Item my mind and will is and I do hereby ordaine and appoint that if any bond or debt belonging to me and allotted by me to any of my children in particular shall by some casualtie miscarrie that all my children shall be equall bearers in the losse and shall abare so much in their several legacies and portions herein given and bequeathed to them as may make them all joynt and even bearers in the losse

Item my mind and will is and I do hereby ordaine and appoint that my executors hereafter mentioned shall put forth my childrens portions herein given and bequeathed to be imployed to the best use behoofe and benefit of my said children by the advice and content of William Gandie my son, John Starkie of Aston, Peter Okell of Crowley, Thomas Farion (?) of Over Whitley and Touchet Littler of Barneton yeoman whom I do intreat as friends in trust to be helpers and appliants to my executors hereafter named in the managing and disposing of my childrens estates till they come to one and twentie yeares of age or to some preferment becoming their degree and parentage.

Item my mind and will is and I do hereby ordane and appoint that my friends and executors herein named shall have their charges borne out of my childrens portions for whom at any time they shall take paines and be employed.

Item I do hereby intreat Mr John Ley, vicar of Great Budworth, Mr John Walshall of Over Whitley gent and Mr Thomas Brasie of Buckley gent to be overseers of this my last will and testament to see it performed and accomplished according to my trust reposed in them to call upon my executors hereafter named and my friends their assistants to be carefull for the execution of the same and to take account of them of their faithfull and upright proceding herein. Moreover I do hereby constitute ordaine and make Mary Gandie my wife and John Gandie my son my joint and only executors of this my last will and testament revoking cancelling and adnulling hereby all former wills and testaments made or pretended to be made by me whatsoever before the day of the date hereof, and I do hereby confirme and pronounce this for my last will and testament. In witness whereof I have hereunto put my hand and seale the day and year first above written

Pronounced published and sealed in the presence of us

John Glendohe (?)

Rafe James (?)

Randall Carter

1624

TRANSCRIPT OF THE LAST WILL AND TESTIMONY OF THOMAS HALL OF LATCHFORD, YEOMAN. 1636

In the name of God Amen. The nyneteenth day of April in the twelfth year of the raigne of our most gracious soveryne lord Charles by the grace of god of England Scotland ffrance and Ireland king, defender of the faythe. I Thomas Hall of Latchford in the county of Chester, yeoman, being weak and fraile in body but in good and perfect memory thanks be given unto god. Therefore I do give, contribute, ordayne and make this my last will and testament. And first and principally I give and bequeath my soule unto the goodness of all mighty god my maker faithfully beleeving that throughe the precious mercies of Jesus Christ my only saviour and redeemer to be an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven and my body to the christian buriall and for the endowing and disposing of all my worldly goods cattells and chattells, moouvable and immoouvable whatsoer I give and bequeath the same in manner and fourme following.

Imprimus I give and bequeath unto John Hall my eldest sonne all and every such goodes of myne as stand in the ploe (parlour?) at my house in Great Budworth, saving and excepting only the brasses and also I give and bequeath unto the said John Hall all the bedsteads and bedstocks standing in the upper chamber at my house in Great Budworth aforesaid and all my coffers and also all my carts, wheels, churnes and all other furniture belonging to the farme and all my ironware, my best doublet and best jerkine that hath the silver buttons attached together also with all and every such corne as shall happen to be growing uppon all and every my lands in Great Budworth at the tyme of my death and thereunto that bedstead standing in the aforesaid place and all the furniture thereunto belonging and also those pieces of flaxon sheets that lye on my bed in the aforesaid upper chamber all which possessions so given and bequeathed unto the said John Hall shall be in full satisfaction of his childs pte of my goods.

Item. I give and bequeath unto Thomas Hall my youngest sonne the rest and residue of my wearing appell and also all and evry those my goods that are heare at my house in Latchford excepting that one brasse pann that standeth in the upper chamber, together also with all and evry such corne of myne as shall happen to be growing on all or any part of my land and grounds lying and being in Latchford aforesaid at the tyme of my death in full satisfaction of his childs part of my goods.

Item. I give and bequeath unto Katherin Horsecroft (?) my eldest daughter the sum of fyve pounds of good and lawful English money in full satisfaction of her childs part of my goods.

Item. I give and bequeath unto the poor people of Great Budworth and Brownslane the summe of twentye shillings.

Item. I give and bequeath unto the poor people of Latchford and Grappenhall the summe of twentye shillings.

Item. After my debts, funeral expenses and legacies are paid and discharged out of the whole of my goods the rest and residue of all my said goods, cattels and chattels moovable and immoovable whatsoever items remaining and not before in and by these pages given and bequeathed. To wytt all my lynens, cattell, all the bedynge belonging to the bed standing in the upper chamber at my house in Great Budworth aforesaid except the before bequeathed payre of sheets, to wytt three blankets, one featherbed, all the boulsters and also one feather bed and two boulsters belonging to the ______ bed standing in the upper chamber at my house in Budworth aforesaid and all my corne in the buttery, all my brasse and pewter together with all my household stuffe of whatsoever kind or quantity the same I give and bequeath the same unto Elizabeth Parr and Mary Gandye my two youngest daughters equally between them.

Item. Of this my last will and testament I constitute ordaine and make my true and lawful executors Edward Parr of Lowton in the county of Lancaster, yeoman and William Gandye of Over Whitley in the county of Chester aforesaid, yeoman my two sons in law kindly and effectively to execute perform and accomplish this my last will and testament according to my true intent and meaninge herein expressed and declared according to my trust and confidence in them.

In witness wherof I the said Thomas Hall have heare unto put my hand and seale the day and yeare first above written 1636.

Memorandum that before the sealing and delivery of these pages the above named Thomas Hall doth give and bequeath unto his god sonne Thomas Hall sonne of John Hall that silver cupp of his at his house in Budworth.

Witnesses

William Bennet

Thomas Yinshall

Hugh Wright

Debts that are oweing unto the said Thomas Hall are of these persons whose names do heare follow:

William Hayle of Brownslane
ijs vjd

Alexander ffletcher of Brownslane
ijs vjd

William ffrome of the parke for stuffe 

sould (to) him
xvijs

Thomas Hall his marke  x
MISCELLANEOUS WILLS RELATING TO THE HALLS OF BROWNSLANE, GREAT BUDWORTH

Thomas Hall of Great Budworth, yeoman, (will dated 12 Jan 1688) was originally thought to be the son of Thomas Hall of Latchford who had strong links in Great Budworth. However, Thomas of Latchford left his Great Budworth properties to his son John, not Thomas, who received the Latchford estate (see Thomas's will on page 46)
. This is almost certainly therefore not the will of Thomas's son but is included here for interest and because there were clearly links of some kind between the Halls of Latchford and Brownsland and the Gandys (and because I spent good money on it!):

· The last will and testament of Thomas Hall of Great Budworth, yeoman, 12 Jan 1688.

· To be buried in Great Budworth.

· Out of his estate, one hundred pounds to his son Samuel.

· One hundred pound owed to his son Samuel by his son John to be paid off out of his estate.

· The rest to his wife Mary until September next.

· In September Executors to pay out of his estate goods or money to the value of forty pounds to his wife Mary in full satisfaction of her demands to his estate.

· The rest to be divided equally between his son John Hall and grandson Thomas Hall.

· The said grandson Thomas to pay to the younger children of Samuel Hall fifty pounds within two years, the fifty pounds to be raised out of Thomas Halls part.

· To Hannah Hall his daughter in law one shilling.

· To her daughter a twenty shilling piece of gold.

· To his son Samuel's three children 20 shillings each.

· To his son John's two children 20 shillings each.

· The small parcel (field) of barley and oates etc. and coales and firewood to be freely available to his loving wife Mary.

· His interest in the Messuage and Tenement called Brittons in Great Budworth and fines and profits thereof to his wife Mary, provided Mary shall maintain Samuel Britton as long as he shall be able for some handicraft.

· To his grandson Thomas Hall the inheritance of the land purchased from Thomas Broughton, Gent, in Over Whitley and the moss room on Parke Moss.

· All his money to his grandson Thomas Hall

· Son John Hall of Norley in the county of Chester, yeoman and grandson Thomas Hall of Brownslane, executors.

· Witnesses Grace Hall, William Pimlow ____ and William Pimlow Clarke.

The will also contains an inventory (drawn up by John Low, Edward Gandy, George Eaton and John Dutton) which shows considerable wealth and an affluent lifestyle; total value was £493. 1s. 10d.

Thomas's grandson Thomas clearly did well out of his grandfather's will but only had a further nine years in which to enjoy the inheritance. He died in 1697 and left the following will:

· The last will and testament of Thomas Hall of Brownslane, gent, 26 May 1697.

· To his sister Catherine Hall his cottage and lands in Hulse, Cheshire (formerly Ridgwaies Cottage) and all his land in Over Whitley purchased from Thomas Broughton by his grandfather Thomas Hall (see above).

· To his uncle Samuel Hall his moss roome on Park Moss, Over Whitley.

· To John Hall, son of John Hall his uncle £20; if John should die before receiving his legacy then ,20 to go to William Hall, son of his uncle John Hall.

· Everything else to his sister Catherine Hall.

· Executors Catherine Hall his sister and John Hall his uncle.

· Witnesses Thomas Hemminway and Thomas Eaton.

TRANSCRIPT OF THE INVENTORY OF POSSESSIONS OF MORDECAI NICKSON OF HALTON. JUNE 8TH 1716

June ye 8th 1716






A true and perfect inventory of all ye 






goods Mordicai Nixon of Halton died 






possessed of

Imps in ye parlour








  £  -  s  -  d


One chest of drawers



00 - 12 - 00 

Item
One dresser




00 - 12 - 00

Item
One [novel?] table
)


00 -  5  - 00


One sugar box
)


Item
One pair of bedsteads



00 -   5 - 00

Item
Pewter





 1  - 00 - 00

Item
[?] ware




00 -   2 - 00

Item
One kettle, one little pot, one skellet

00 -   5 - 00

Item
5 chairs and 3 stools



00 -   2 - 06

Item
[Mugon?] ware




00 -   1 - 00

Item 
One pair of bellows and iron ware

00 -   5 - 00

Item
One looking glass



00 -   2 - 00

Item
In napporie ware



 1  - 00 - 00

Item
Warreing warreing apparel


 1  - 00 - 00

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------








 5 -  11 - 06




Besides some book debts




wich be dangerous

Will Cawley

Nath: Denton
TRANSCRIPT OF THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF EDWARD GANDY OF ANTROBUS, YEOMAN. 23/11/1742

I Edward Gandy of Antrobus within Whitley Lordship in the County of Chester - yeoman  being sick and weak of body but of sound and perfect memory do make this my last Will and Testament in manner and form following. 

Item: I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Ellen Garsey my Houses in Stoppard being five pounds a year [at] after my decease the rents and profits of the same during the term of her natural life [at] after my just debts are paid.

Item: It is my will and mind that if my son-in-law Samuel Garsey be the longer survivor than his wife Ellen Garsey I give him the like sum of three pounds a year during the term of his natural life and the remainder of the yearly rents and profits of my houses in Stoppard be the same more or less equally to be divided between my two sons John Gandy and Edward Gandy share and share alike[.] And after the death of my Daughter Ellen Garsey and my son Samuel Garsey my aforesaid houses in Stoppard I give to my son John Gandy and Edward Gandy for the full time and term of their lives and further my will and mind is that in case my two sons wives - John Gandy and Edward Gandy their wives - survive their husbands that it shall and may be lawful for them to go share and share alike for the time and term of their lives in my said Houses in Stoppard[.] And in case my son's children John Gandy and Edward Gandy child or children be alive [at] after their parents decease the houses in Stoppard as aforesaid I give to them and their heirs forever and for want of such heir or heirs the same I give to my Grand Daughters Mary Garsey and Ellen Garsey the aforesaid houses in Stoppard to them and their heirs forever, the rents and profits from said houses to be equally divided between them.

Item: I give and bequeath to my son Samuel Gandy of Acton the sum of One Pound One Shilling to be paid by my executors within twelve months [at] after my decease if he be then living.

Item: I give to my son Samuel Gandy's two sons John Gandy and Samuel Gandy begotten by the body of his first wife the sum of five shillings to each immediately after all my just debts are paid.

Item: My will and mind is that all my goods wherein I inhabit and dwell shall be sold by my executors towards burying of me and I nominate and appoint Thomas Potts of Styo (Styall) Green in the said County of Chester Husbandman and John Walmsley of Bartington in the aforesaid County of Chester Husbandman to be my Executors of this my Last Will and Testament hoping they will be the same fulfilled[.] and I make void all former wills heretofore made by me and I appoint this to be my Last Will and Testament in witness whereof I the said Edward Gandy have hereunto put my hand and seal this the twenty third day of November Anno Domini (date obscured by seal - 23rd November 1742).

Signed and published in the presence of  us who set our names in the presence of the testator, John Pickering, Peter Pickering and John Basnetts.

(Probate dated 20/12/1746 - Samuel Gandy as executor)
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS GANDY WILLS
Summary of the last will and testament of Hugh Gandy of Nether Whitley, tanner, 1703. Hugh is probably the son of Hugh Gandy (1611 - 1686), baptist, and grandson of William Gandy (1566 - 1623). See page 11.

· Messuages and tenements with lands, hereditaments and premises etc in Nether Whitley and Little Leigh to John Lowe of Winnington, Gentleman, for the use of and on behalf of my son and heir apparent Robert and his heirs

· For the want of such heirs then to another son Hugh and his heirs

· For the want of such heirs then to another son John and his heirs

· £100 pound each to my son John and Daughter Elizabeth when they reach 21.

· £20 each to my younger children Thomas, Hugh, John and Elizabeth.

· £20 to my executors on behalf of my daughter Mary Worrel and her children

· To my loving wife (unfortunately not named) the bedstocks, bedding and furniture thereof wherein I lye in the little parlour.

· To my son John one little pocket bible and the book called Purnell's Workes
· To my son Hugh all my Barbe (?)

· To my daughter Mary Worrel 1 shilling

· Rest to my son Robert, executor

· Signed 4th September 1703

· Witnesses John Eaton, Peter Coppocke, Peter Lowe

· Inventory attached

· Probate issued 8th October 1703

Summary of the last will and testament of Robert Gandey of Over Whitley, yeoman, 1753 (Robert is son of the above Hugh Gandy).

· To my son Robert and his heirs my two messuages and tenements with lands, hereditaments and premises etc in Nether Whitley and Little Leigh in the occupation of Alice Yates, widow and Isaac Pickering and of the said Robert Gandey.

· To my wife Ellen £7/yr, my stock of cattle, household goods and furniture

· To my executors £7/yr for the support of my daughter Rebecca

· To my executors £100, interest to be paid to whoever my daughter Elizabeth may approve and to her children after her death. Not to her husband.

· To my son George 1 shilling. George not to be allowed into any of my messuages and tenements etc. without the written permission of my son Robert

· To my son Edward £100 on condition he deliver up unto Robert to be cancelled a promissory note for £110 made payable to Edward but fraudulently obtained by my son George by the advice of Thomas Highfield of Over Whitley.

· Remainder to my son Robert

· Executors: Wife Ellen and Daniel Barker of Little Leigh, Gentleman.

· Signed 9th April 1746, Robert Gandey the Elder

· Witnesses John Forrest, Martha Forrest, Martha Holland, George Houghton

· Probate issued 1753




     � Duchy of Lancaster Special Commissions: Rental of the Manors of Halton and Higher Whitley and Cogshall; PRO/DL 44/537.


     � Survey of the Manors of Higher Whitley and Cogshall, 1612; PRO/DL 44/903.


     � Not "Maude's" and note the past tense: clinching evidence that Maude is not the mother of William's children.


     � The Accounts of the Sufferings of the Quakers in Cheshire; Cheshire County Record Office EFC1/10/1


     � Other beneficiaries of the will are yeomen John Twambrooke of High Leigh, John Dutton of Antrobus and John Richardson of Cogshall, all executors, plus Ann Eaton, widow of Sevenoaks, Thomas, Isaac, Elizabeth and Joseph, the younger children of Thomas Henshaw of Lostock, Mary Deakin daughter of Isaac Deakin late of Nether Walton, Israel Woodward of Over Walton and Richard Newall of Over Whitley.


     �There is now some doubt as to whether this is the son of our William or the son of William Gandy of Comberbach.


     �CRO EFC/4/1/1


     � Spayed sow?


     � Castrated oxen.


     � The portion of the will with Richard's surname on has unfortunately decayed. The record of the Bickerstaffe Quakers (transc. Sagar for Ormskirk FHS) list only one Richard married to Mary at this time: 


Richard Taylor of Bickerstaffe. Wife Mary buried 14/12/1692, two children listed:


Joshua (-/4/1659 - 12/12/1676)


John (born 14/4/1663)








     � There is a Matthew Nixon born in Whitegate 20/9[Sept]/1640, son of John Nixon but a check on the will of John Nixon of Whitegate 1740 did not reveal a son Matthew (action: check for later wills).


     � Minutes of Quaker Monthly Meeting at Frandley January 3 1701/2: CRO EFC/4/1/1


     � Elenor Coppock is the (remarried) mother of Mordicai's third wife Mary Jackson.


     � There are five Poughton wills, all from the Prescot/Knowsley/Childwall/West Derby area of Lancashire, dated 1661 - 1686.


     � Indexed in error as John Gandy of Knutsford, dyer.


     � Spayed sow?


     � Castrated oxen.


     � Riding skirt or petticoat.


     � Gold coin, one noble = 10 shillings


� tenancy of land


� Two year old


     � The will of William Gandy (1625 - 1684) also differentiates two Thomas Halls in the succeeding generations, refering to his cousin Thomas Hall of Latchford and to his loving friend Thomas Hall of Brownsland. 
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