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CHAPTER VII - THE TOWNSHIP OF OVER DARWEN. 
Topography — Name — Ancient Forests — Coal Mines — Manufactures — Calico Printing — Bleach Works — Paper Works — Cotton Spinning and Weaving — Growth and aspect of the Town— Population — Local Government and Public Works — Free Library — Flood of 1848, &c. — Descent of the Manor — Banastre, and Langton, chief Lords — Osbaldeston. and Southworth — Plaint respecting Darwen Waste in 1556 — Later Manorial Lords — Hoghton, Trafford, Duckworth — Families of Ancient and Modern Gentry and Yeomen — Ashton — Astley — Baron — Barton — Berry — Brandwood — Cooper — Crosse — Dewhurst — Fish — Greenway — Hargreave — Hilton — Hindle — Holden — Marsden — Mauds- ley — Pickup — -Shorrock — Smalley — Walsh — Watson — Church of St. James— History of the Chapelry — Other Churches — Nonconformist Meeting Houses — " Lower Chapel "— Other Chapels — Wesleyan Methodism in Darwen — First and present Chapels — Other Dissenting Chapels — Roman Catholic Chapel — Schools — Charities of the Town. 
OVER DARWEN occupies the northern slopes and spurs of the  range of elevated moors which separate the Hundred and Parish  of Blackburn from the Hundred of Salford and Parish of Bolton. These hills, which enclose the township on every side except the north, are of varying altitudes from l,000 to 1,300 feet; their summits are almost flat, and present dreary expanses of swampy moss and heath ; but the acclivities are found to repay tillage as rough pasture and meadow-land. 
Darwen Moor, a bold, abrupt fell which hems in the town on the west and south-west, reaches a height at its loftiest part of 1.316 feet above the sea-level, and appropriates several hundred acres of unreclaimed waste land included within the bounds of the township. Cranberry Moss and Hoddlesden Moss are the names of the somewhat lower moor- lands to the south-east, the summits of which are traversed by the township and parish boundary. The River Darwen has its source on Bull Hill, and in its rapid passage into the narrow valley in which the town of Over Darwen stands, it receives several considerable streams whose channels are the doughs on the flanks of Darwen Moor. From a mere mountain beck the Darwen is thus increased to a river of some volume (especially in wet seasons) before it passes on into the subjacent township of Lower Darwen at Hollins. 
The name of the township has undergone in the course of time numerous mutations. It is spelled "Derewenta" in the latin charter, about the year 1130, of grant of its lands to the Norman Banastre, lord of Newton. This, I think, is the first mention of the name in written record. In a later latin deed, made about A.D. 1280, the township is named "Superior Derwent;" this is a charter by which Roger, son of Henry de Whalley, gave to the Abbot and convent of Stanlaw (after of Whalley) "three perches of my land in Superior Derwent in length from the messuage on the east that John son of Bibby held of Richard de Alffton, unto the road on the west that leads to the house of Alexander de Keuerdale, and two perches in breadth, for the site of one barn, with the house on that land built for their tenth sheaf (tithe) of the said vill." In a return for escheat dated 13 1 1, the township is called " On Derwent." In documents of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the name is given variously as Derwynd Superior, Darwyni, Derwyn, &c. It is named Upper Darwin on the Subsidy Roll of 161 1 ; and from that date until about a century ago, the name is usually found as Upper Darwen; it has since been fixed in its present style, as " Over Darwen." The native folk-speech supplies, however, another variation, that of " Heigher (higher) Darren." 
In the Saxon period, the upper reaches of the valley of the Darwen were covered probably with native forest, which for ages before then had occupied these rugged denes or doughs. Existing 'local names of Saxon etymology indicate the presence of woods when the names were bestowed: ex. gr. Sunnyhurst, Oakshaw, Beech-hill, Woodhead, Greenhurst, Oaken- hurst, Femehurst, &c. A local tradition lingers that in old time a great wood extended from Wood-head in Darwen to Wood-head in Pickup-Bank, beyond Hoddlesden on the east side of the township. Even within memory groups of large oaks, beeches, and sycamores were to be seen in the valley. Two or three years ago a discovery was made on the northern flank of Darwen Moor above Sunnyhurst Hey, during the construction of a reservoir for the town's Waterworks, of the prostrate trunks of a primeval forest buried under the heather. Beneath the peat, which lies here about two feet in depth, appeared the roots, trunks, and branches of trees, chiefly oaks and birch, which were counted by hundreds in the limited space exposed. This part of the moor is now totally bare of timber. 
In territorial area, Over Darwen is the largest township in Black- burn parish, containing 5134 statute acres. But the lands within the township sufficiently sheltered and fertile to be capable of the best agriculture are limited in acreage, and are isolated patches in situations near the river in the lower parts of the valley. A large quantity of inferior land is devoted to grass-farms, and fortunately much of the rocky and sterile ground has become valuable as building-sites with the rapid growth of a town, and important manufactories, during the present century. The average rental of land in the township is rather more than 2OS. per acre. 
It is only into this portion of the Parish of Blackburn that the coal field of South Lancashire extends ; the outcrop of the seam is found along the centre of the township of Blackburn. Coal has been got in Over Danven, Eccleshill, Tockholes, and Lower Danven at least three centuries, very probably for a longer period, and the presence of this mineral fuel has during the interval compensated the inhabitants of these townships for the barrenness of most of the soil of the district. Traces of old abandoned pits and workings are found in many places upon the hill-sides. In the reign of James I., and during the Commonwealth, coal-pits were worked on this side of the parish ; and in the reign of Anne (1702-17 14) a number of inhabitants of Darwen are described in parish registers as "coaler," and "coal-getter." At the beginning of the last century, and onward until the opening of the canal navigation between Blackburn and Wigan in 181 6, the coal mines of Darwen and Eccleshill exclusively supplied house fuel for Blackburn and to distant places north of Blackburn. In 1729, Peter Walkden, Noncon- formist minister in Chipping, enters in his Diary: "Dec. 17. Son John went to Eccleshill coal-pit for 2 loads of coals." The distance from Chipping to Eccleshill and back is about 30 miles, and there being no road fit for carts in 1729, the coals were carried in sacks slung on horseback. The coal measures in this township are shallow, and vary from 20 to 130 yards below the surface; the coal is not of the best quality, being mingled with shale. The Darwen pits have most of them been to a great extent worked out. So late as i860, however, the annual value of the mines in Over Darwen was assessed to property tax at 6,082. The annual yield of the five collieries working in 1867 was estimated at 101,920 tons, and the value of the same at 42,588. The number of persons employed in these collieries was 477. 
CALICO PRINTING IN DARWEN.

The weaving of checked-cloths and calicos on the hand-loom became in the seventeenth century an important industry subsidiary to husbandry for the inhabitants of Over Darwen. This primitive textile 
manufacture enabled the tenant farmers to employ their families at home in spinning and weaving, and to secure thereby a more comfortable subsistence than the profits of a small dairy farm could then afford. As long since as the years 1700-1720, a large proportion of the natives of Darwen are denominated "webster" in the parish registers. About half-a-dozen resident "chapmen," who were also chiefly yeomen or freeholders of land in the township, then supplied the material to the cottage-weavers, received the fabrics when made, paying the workers the price of their labour, and found a market for the cotton-pieces in Manchester, Preston, or more distant towns. I note these names among the capitalist dealers in textile fabrics of local production earlier than 1720 - Ralph Euison of Upper Darwen, chapman; John Fish of Upper Darwen, chapman; Richard Smalley of Upper Darwen, chapman; Richard Sanderson of Lower Darwen, chapman; Thomas Watson of Over Darwen, chapman; Edmund Haworth of Lower Darwen, chapman; and, some years later, members of the native families of Eccles, Barton, Ainsworth, and Shorrock, appear as "chapmen" or, as afterwards described, "hand-loom manufacturers." This trade in hand-loom-woven cottons progressed until the invention of spinning-machines and power- looms and the erection of factories superseded the old system by one incalculably more scientific and more productive. The hand-loom weaving industry was at its height about a century ago. It has since been steadily reduced and displaced, and is now insignificant in this and neighbouring townships. 
During the prosperous time of calico-printing in Lancashire towards the end of the 18th century, several print-works were erected in Over Darwen; the best known and most permanently successful of which were the works established by Mr. James Greenway, grandfather of  Rev. C. Greenway, of Darwen Bank (see post, Greenway family). It was about the year 1776 (just a century ago) that Mr. James Greenway commenced calico-printing at Livesey Fold. He had prosecuted the business there above thirty years when he built the larger print-works at Dob Meadows, in the year 1808. He took as partners Mr. Charles Potter and Mr. Maude, and subsequently retiring, the firm was continued as Potter, Maude and Co., until about 1830. 
This firm also built the now disused print-shop on the Bury Fold Brook. In 1832, the Dob Meadows works were leased by Mr. James Greenway, junr., to the firm of C Potter and Wm. Ross; in 1841 Mr. Potter withdrew, and Mr. Ross continued the business until 1847, when he transferred it to Messrs. Heron, Baron, and Eddleston. Mr. Eddleston died in 1872, and the works are still carried on by Messrs. Heron and Baron. Mr W Henreys, manager of the Dob-Meadows works for the Greenways, who died in August, 1823, is stated to have been distinguished by his scientific knowledge, which he applied to the improvement of the art of calico printing, and thus greatly assisted the success of the concern. 
Some extensive calico-bleaching works were established in Over Darwen, none of which now exist. The celebrated inventor of the spinning mule, Samuel Crompton, on obtaining the Parliamentary grant of  £5,000, came from Bolton to Over Darwen, in June, 181 2, and commenced the bleaching business in premises known as Hilton's Higher Works, now called Spring Vale Works, having as partners his sons George and James. Mr. Samuel Crompton built the older central part of Low Hill House, in which he resided several years. Partly owing to the sinking of coal pits near the works, which diverted the supply of spring water and led to a costly law-suit, but chiefly through the indifference of his sons, Mr. Crompton's Darwen business did not prosper, and it was given up about the year 1818. His eldest son, George Crompton, started a separate bleaching business at Hoddlesden, which also failed. Mr. George Crompton resided later in Blackburn, where he was some years cashier in the works of Messrs. Yates, engineers, and he died at Blackburn, aged 77, June i6th, 1858. 
Another bleaching business had been commenced in Over Darwen before the year 1800 by Mr. Richard Hilton, a native of Blackburn, son of Samuel Hilton (see post, Hilton family). One of his bleaching works it was that Mr. Crompton rented in 1812; but the Hiltons were still engaged in bleaching in 1818, when Christopher Hilton (son of Richard) is named as "bleacher" at Darwen. Sometime after this date, the Hiltons gave up bleaching to embark in the business of paper making. The paper works erected in Over Darwen by Mr. Richard Hilton, about forty years ago, were of great extent, and when completed were reputed to be the largest in the kingdom. They stood near the river, surrounded by a series of reservoirs, on the site of the present paper mills of Messrs. Dimmock and Co. For some years Mr. Hilton and his sons prospered in the trade of paper making, and were the principal employers of labour in the town. But the magnitude of the concern eventually involved the firm in difficulties that led to its suspension, about the year 1843. Mr. Richard Hilton had died in 1836, and Mr. Henry Hilton, his second son, was head of the firm at the time of its failure and the stoppage of the works. These mills were temporarily worked by other parties, but were at length demolished. Paper-making has, however, since become one of the staple trades of the town; and, in 1867, four paper-mills in Darwen were returned as employing 440 workmen, and producing paper of the annual value of ;£70,000. The firm of Potter and Co., founded by Charles and Harold Potter in 1841, engaged in the combined businesses of paper-making and paper-staining, at the Hollins and Belgrave mills in Over Darwen. The paper-staining business of this house, of which Mr. James Huntington is resident director and partner, is one of great celebrity, and has been for many years highly profitable and largely productive. The two paper-staining works in Darwen employed 350 workmen in 1867, and produced figured paper for house decoration of the annual value of;£'130,000. 
The spinning of cotton on the factory system was not introduced into Over Darwen before the beginning of this century. Mr. William Eccles, of Low Hill House, son of Mr. Thomas Eccles, of Princes, hand-loom manufacturer, built the oldest portion of the Bowling Green Mill about the year 1820. This mill was worked afterwards by Messrs. Carr, Hatton and Co., cotton-spinners, until the year 1830. The first power-looms had been set up in Over Darwen shortly before the loom- breaking riots in April, 1826, when the rioters came from Blackburn to Darwen, and broke thirty-six power-looms in a factory belonging to Mr. James Grime, and sixteen looms at the factory of Carr & Co. In 1830, Mr. Eccles Shorrock, who had been partner in a cotton-spinning and manufacturing firm in Blackburn, settled in Over Darwen, having purchased Bowling Green Mill and the adjacent property of Mr. Carr. Mr. Shorrock enlarged that mill, and carried on the manufacture there and at the New Mill, which he built in 1835. A few years before his death, in 1853, Mr. Shorrock purchased Brookside Mill and the Darwen Paper Works, erected by the Hiltons; demolished portions of the latter works and on the site erected the large factory called Darwen Mill. Near the same spot the present firm of Shorrock Brothers & Co. erected in 1867 the immense stone-built India Mills, which, with their massive Italian campanile chimney-shaft, 300 ft. high, form a striking architectural feature of the town. Within forty years other large cotton mills have been built in the township by important firms ; and recently several extensive and well-appointed spinning mills have been erected by companies chiefly formed of the working-people. In 1867, thirty- six cotton-spinning and weaving mills were found in this township, employing 7,750 persons, and producing yam and cloths valued at £2,541,000 annually. Since that return several new mills have been built and started, and the number of persons now employed in the cotton trade in Over Darwen can hardly be fewer than 9,000. A return made in February, 1876, gives the number of spindles in cotton mills in Over and Lower Darwen at 355,912, and of power-looms as 15,136. 
The rise of the town of Over Darwen has been concurrent with the extension of the staple manufactures above-mentioned. A century ago there was no more than a mere village in the centre of the valley in which the town has spread out ; besides which were three or four detached hamlets in the township at Chapels (surrounding the old Parochial Chapel and Nonconformist Meeting House), at Sough, Blacksnape, and Hoddlesden. Prior to the construction of the present public road between Blackburn and Bolton, in the year 1797, the communication of Over Darwen northward and southward with these towns and with Manchester was by a narrow, circuitous, and ill-conditioned old bye-road, passable only by pack-horses and pedestrians. The new road was a means of encouragement to external trading ; and the construction of a railroad from Blackburn through Danven to Bolton and Manchester in 1845-8, gave an additional importance to local manufactures. The Blackburn and Bolton road forms the main street of the town, and is flanked with buildings a distance of about two miles. The cotton factories and paper works are chiefly on the banks of the river Darwen ; the streets of private houses and cottages ascend the hills on either side of the principal thoroughfare. Chiefly on the south- west side of the town, the mansions and villas of the gentry of Darwen occupy admirable situations on the knolls and slopes overlooking the glades and dingles at the base of the Darwen Moor, which form beautiful secluded shrubberies and plantations enlivened by natural cascades. The town contains no public edifice of much architectural character excepting the places of worship, some of which are large and stately. The Co-operative Hall, the Market House and Liberal Club Rooms, and the Temperance Hall in course of erection, are the most important public structures for secular purposes.
GREENWAY OF LIVESEY FOLD. DARWEN BANK, &c. 

Mr. James Greenway of Livesey Fold, in this township, calico-printer, who died, aged 82, May 18th, 1821, had sons, James and Charles. 

Mr. James Greenway junior built the house at Darwen Bank for his residence. He was born Feb. 21st, 1777 ; married Oct. 7th, 1822, Miss Esther Edge, of Rusholme (she died in 1859), and died without issue, aged 89, July 8th, 1866, leaving his estate to his nephew. Rev. Charles Greenway. 

Charles Greenway, Esq. , of Ardwick and Darwen, brother of James, married, first, Ann, daughter of John Grimshaw, Esq., of Preston (she died, aged 39, in 1827), and had a son Charles, and several daughters ; and, secondly, July 23rd, 1828, Mary Eliza, daughter of John Poole, Esq., of Manchester. His youngest daughter, Louisa Dorothea, married, in 1845, Rev. John Congreve, B.A. 

Rev. Charles Greenway, M.A., of Darwen Bank, son of Charles, and heir to his uncle, James Greenway, Esq., is a Justice of the Peace for the county. Mr. Greenway was incumbent of St. James's Church, from 1851 to 1868. His estates in Over Darwen comprise 245 statute acres ; and in Lower Darwen and Eccleshill 45 and 25 acres respectively.
