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ROBERT NIXON,

THE CHESHIRE PROPHET.

RoBeERT Nixor, the subject of this memoir,
was born in the year 1467, at Over, in the county
of Cheshire, in the seventh of Edward IV. He
was short of stature, with a remarkablelarge head,
and piercing eyes: his face bespoke a vast deal
of innocence, blended with great conception and
fore-thought. His father held a farm at the
above place, known by the name of Bark, or
Bridge-house: at a very early age he sent his
son Robert to the plough, and afterwards into the
service of Mr. Crowton, of Swanlow ; it was in
this employ that they perceived that singular

turn in the manner of Robert, which afterwards
rendered his name so famous.

It is said he was of a malicious turn of mind,
particularly towards children; drivelled as he
spoke, and was very surly ; but of this part of
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his history we have mo authentic evidence;
certain it is, he was distinguished for his great
simplicity of manners, and was uncommonly
reserved ; when he spoke it seemed to hurt him
much; he was remarkably satirical, and what he
gaid had generally some prophetic meaning.

His parents, at their decease, left their farm
and Robert to the eare of his elder brother, and
it was about this time that the monk of Vale-
royal, having displeased him, he said, in an
angry tone,

‘When you the harrow come on high
Soon a raven’s nest will be;

which is well known to have come to pass in the
person of the last abbot of that place, whose
name was Harrow. Being called before Sir
Thomas Holcroft, he was put to death for deny-
ing the supremacy of King Henry VIIL who,
according to his commission, having suppressed
the abbey, the king gave the domain to this
knight and his heirs, who bore a raven for their
crest.
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As he was one day driving the team, whilst
his brother’s man guided the plough, he pricked
an ox so very cruelly with his goad, that the
plough-holder threatened to acquaint his master;
on which Nixon said, the ox should not be his
brother’s three days hence; which accordingly
bappened, for a life dropping in the estate, the
lord of the manor took the same ox for a heriot.

At another time he forctold that Norton and
Vale-royal abbies should meet on Acton-bridge,
a circumstance which appeared not only impro-
bable but absolutely impossible; yet, strange
to say, this prophecy was literally fulfilled ;—
the whole of those ancient piles having been de-
molished, the stones were used for the purpose of
repairing the bridge, an event which, at that
time, was perfectly unexpected :—he further
prophesied, that a small thorn, which was grow-
ing in the abbey-yard, would become the door.
Though at that period superstition was at its
zenith, there were' but few who were so credu-
lous as to place any reliance in its accomplish-
ment, and more especially as it was well known
that the thorn never arrived at so extensive a
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growth as to admit the practicability of its be-
coming the door of so stately an edifice. This,
however, was understood as being literally the
purport of the prediction, an idea which ulti-
mately proved to be erroneous, as the meaning
was quite different. At the time of the reform-
ation, when plunder and rapine were carried on
under the sanction of religion, and with the pre-
tence of banishing superstition and pulling down
idolatry, they spared not the most revered
lineaments of antiquity. The most valuable paint-
ings, and figures of the best workmanship, were
irrecoverably lost in one common fit of destructive
zeal. Vale-royal became subject to these de-
vastations, and this thorn, amongst the rest,
being cut down, was cast into the door-way, to
prevent sheep, which grazed in the eourt, from
going in; thus was fulfilled another prophecy,
which considerably augmented the celebrity of
our Prophet, :

But the reformation he declares in still plainer
terms; for he says,

“ A time shall come when priests and monks
Shall have o churches mor houses,
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And places where images stood,
Lined letters shall be good,

English books through churches are spread,
There shall be no holy bread.”

 Though it is not our intention to recite every
particular he is said to bave foretold, it may
not be amiss to mention what is fresh in the
memory of every one who lives near De-la-mere
Forest, and what has been attested by several of
the oldest inhabitants :

“ Though Weever-hall shall be alone,
Ridley-pool shall be sown and mown,

And Damel-park shall be hacked and hewn.”

The two wings of Weever's-hall are now
standing, and between them is a cart-road ;
Ridley-pool is filled up, and made good meadow
land; and in Darnel-park the trees are cut
down, and it is made into pasture ground.

He also foretold the use of broad-wheels, &c.
and that the town of Norwich, (now a consider-
able place of trade for salt,) will be destroyed
by water, which is confidently expected to come
to pass, by the natives of Cheshire; and some
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urge, that the navigable cuts lately made is
the water meant, but whetlier a prejudice against
those useful improvements may not have given
rise to this notion, time only can determine.

But what brought Nixow most into publie
notice was, at the time when the battle of Bos«
worth-field was fought between Richard II1. and
Henry VII., he stopped his téem on a sudden,
and, pointing with his whip from one hand to the
other, ctied, “ Now Richard! Now Henry!”
several tities ; till, at last, he said, “ Now Harry,
get over tinat ditch, and youw gain the day.” The
plougk-holder amazed, related what had passed
when he éamve home, and the trath of the pre-
dietion wis verified by special messengers, sent
to 'announce the proclamation of King Henry of
Enghand on the field of battle.

The messenger who went this circuit related,
on his'return, the predictions of Nixon concern-
ing the king’s success. Henry, somewhat sur-
prised at this information, theugh he by no means
doubted the dispensation of Providence, however
contrary to human expectations, sent the same
messenger back to find Nixon, and bring him

VOL. I 1
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before him; at the moment the king gave bis
orders, our prophet was in the town of Over,
running about like a madman, declaring the
king had sent for him, and that he must go to
court and there be clammed.* Such a declaration
occasioned much laughter in the town, to think
that a king, so noted for his wisdom, should send
for a dirty driveling clown to court, and more
8o at the ridiculous conjectures of the prophet as
to the consequences; but, how great was the
surprise, in a few days after, when the messenger,
passing through the town; demanded a guide to
find Nixon, whe, at this very juncture,exclaimed,
as he was turning the  spit at his brothers, « He
is coming, he is now on the road for me;” but
the astonishment of this family can scarce be
imagined, when on the messenger’s arrival . he
demanded Nixon in the king’s name : the people
who before scoffed at his simple appearance and
odd saying, and had pointed to the very children
to make him their sport, were now confounded
to find the so apparently ridiculous assertion con-
firmed. Whilst passing through the country,

amm——

*® Clammed signifies narved.



ROBERT NIXON. 115

Nixon still loudy lamented that he was going to
be starved at court!

He had no sooner arrived here, than the cau-
tious king, willing to make trial of his fore-know-
ledge, devised the following scheme to prove it.
Having hid a valuable diamond ring, which he
commonly wore, after the most seemingly strict
inquiry, made throughout the palace, whether
any one had seen it, he sent for Nixon, telling
him what a loss he had sustained, and that if
he could not help him to find it, he had no hopes
left. - But how much surprised was the king
when he was answered by that old proverb,

3 “ He who hides can find.”

‘On which he declared, with a smile, that he
had done this'only to try the prophet; but ever
after ordered, that what he said should be care«
fully put in writing.

To prevent Nixon’s being starved, his majesty
gave orders for him to have full liberty to range
throughout the whole palace, and the kitchen
was selected as his constant dwelling. Besides

which, an officer was appointed to take care
1 2
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that he was neither misused nor affronted by the
servants, and that every necessary of life sheuld
be at his command., Thus situated, ane would
have thought ‘want could never have reached
him; yet, one day, as the king was going to his
bimting seat, Nixon ran to him crying, begging
in. the most moving terms, that he might not be
left, for that if he were, his ma_’esty would never
see bim again allve that he should be starved ;

that now was the tnme, and nf' he was Teft he
must die.

The king, whose thoughts were doubtfess
fixed on the diversion i 'which he was about to
participate, and supposing the matter so very
unlikely to come to pass, only said that it was
imipostible, and re¢emmended him strougly to the
efficer’s care; byt scarcely was the king 'gone
fram the palace gate, when' the servants mocked
and teazed Nixon to such a degree, that the of-
ficer, to prevent these insults, locked him up in
a closet, and suffered no one but hinself to attend
on him; thinking that He should prevemt this
part of his propliecy from coming trme. But a
message of great importance coming from the
king to this very officer, he, in his readiness te
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ebey his royal command, forgot to set poor
Nixon at }iberty, and though he was but three
days absent, before he recollected hie prisoner, he
found him, at bis veturm, dead for want of food :
thereby confirming, in his death, the veracity of
his prophetic mission.

Thus stands kis prophkecy in every mouth én
Cheshire ; yet a greater affront cannot be given,
than to ask a copy from the families said to be
possessed of it. Every possible means, it is well
known, has been wused to smother the truth,
perplex the curious, and even to abolish the very
remembrance that such an one ever existed, but
from what reason camnot be ascertained, except
that it is foretold that the heir of O— is to meet
with some ignominious death, at his own gate,
with other family events, which, though no
persomn or time is directly peinted out, may
perhaps eccasion this secrecy.

It must also be observed, that the cross on
De-la-mere Forest, (that is, three steps and the
socket in which the cross formerly stood,) are
now sunk within a few inches of the ground:
though many living remember to have seen it
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nearly six feet above, the cross itself baving been
destroyed long since. It is also remarkable, that
Headless-cross is spoken of by Merlin de Rymer,
and several other English and Scotch prophets,
as the last place in England on which a decisive
action will happen; but as to the period, when
these things will come to pass, is very uncertain,
no specific time having ever been mentioned.

One day as Nixon was returning from plough-
ing, he laid down the agricultural implements
which he had in his hands, and, after remaining
a little while without speaking, exclaimed, with
a coarse voice, “ Now I will prophecy :”—and
proceeded as follows :—

“ When a raven shall build in a stone-lion’s
mouth, on the top of a church in Cheshire, then
a king of England shall be driven out of his
kingdom, and never more return.”

“ When an eagle shall sit on the top of an
house, then an heir shall be born to the Chol-~
mondeley’s family ; and this heir shall live to see
England ipvaded by foreigners, who shall
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proceed so far as a town in Cheshire; but a
Miller, named Peter, shall be born with twe
heels on one foot, and at that time living ina
mil} of Chelmondeley’s, he shall be instrumental
in delivering the nation. The person who
governs the nation will be in trouble, and sculk
about; the invading king shall be killed, laid
across a horse’s back like a calf, and led in tri-
umph. The miller having been instrumental in
it, shall bring forth the person that then governs
the kingdom, and be knighted for what he has
done, and after that England shall see happy
days. A young new set of men, of virtuous
manners, shall come, who shall prosper and make
a flourishing cburch for two hundred years.”

“ As a token of the truth of all this, a wall of
Mr. Cholmondeley’s shall fall; if it falls down-
wards, the church shall be oppressed, and rise
no more; but if upwards, next the rising hill on
the side of it, then it shall flourish again. Under
this wall shall be found the bones of a British
king.”

“ A pond shall run with blood three days, and
the cross stone pillar in the forest sink so low
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into the ground, that a erow from the top of it
shall drink of the best blood in England.”

“ A boy shall be born with three thumbs, and
shall hold three |kings’ horses, while England
shall three times be won and lost in one day.”

The original may be seen in several families
in that county, and in the hand of Mr. Egerton,
of Olton, are many other remarkable predictions:
as, that ¢ Pecforton-windmill should be moved
to Luditon-hill ; that there should be so great a
slaughter of men, that horses saddled should run
about till their girths rotted away.”

I know your prophets are generally for raw-
head and bloody-bones, and therefore de mot
mind it; or I might add, that Olton-mill shall
be driven with blood instead of water. But
these soothsayers are great butchers, and eveq
_ hall is with them a slaughter-house.

Now as for authorities to prove this prophecy
to be genuine, and how it has been hitherto ac-
complished, we might refer to the whole county
of Cheshire, where it is in every one's mouth,
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and bas been ‘o for upwadds of forty years. The
greater part of the MB. from which this acooumt
is drawn, was ocommowmicated by a persom of
semse smd veracity.

The famay of the Cholmondeleys is very
ancient in this country, and takes its name from a
place so called near Nantwich; there are also
Cholmton, and Cholmondestone ; but the seat
of that hranch of the family, which kept our
prophet Nixan, is at Vale-royal, on the river
Weever, in De-la-mere Forest. It was fermerly
an abbey, founded by Edward I., and came to
the Cholmendeleys. from the family of Holcrefts.
When Nixan propheied, this family was likely ¢o
become extincs, the heir baving married Sir Wal-
ter $t. Joba's daughter, 8 lady ot very young,
consequendy all issue frem that line wap consi-
dered at an end, This lady, neventheless, proved
$0 be pregnant, and had a very prolracted labeur.?

A raven is also known to have built ip a stone
lion’s mouth, in the church of Over, in the forest

* * During whichtime, itis said, an eagle sst upon the house
top, and flew sway when she was delivered, which proved
to be of & son.
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of De-la-mere. Not long before the abdication
of King James, the wall spoken of tumbled
down, and fell towards the rising hill on the side
of it; and, in removing the rubbish, the bones of
a man of more than ordinary size were found.
A pond at the same time ran with water of a
reddish colour, and was never known to have
done so before or after.

Headless-cross, in the forest, which was several
feet high, is now sunk within a foot of the
ground. -

In the parish of Budworth, a boy was born,
about twenty years ago, with three thumbe ; the
youth is still living there, and the miller Peter
lives in Nagginshire Mill, in expectation of ful-
. filling his prophecy on the person of Perkin ; he
hath also two heels on one foot, but I find he
does not intend to make use of them, for he is a
bold Briton, and a loyal subject to king George,
zealous for Protestant succession in the illustri-
ous house of Hanover, has a vote for the knights
of the shire, and never fails to give it on the
right side; in a word, Peter will prate or box
for the good cause to which Nixon has- raised
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him; and if he does not do the business, it must
be admitted that no man bids fairer for it; which
the Lady Egerton was so apprehensive of, that
wishing well to another restoration, she often
endeavoured to persuade her husband to turn
him out of the mill; but he looked upon it as
mere ‘caprice ; so Peter continues there, in hopes
of being as good a knight as Sir Philip, his land-
lord, was. |

Of this_ Peter I have been told that the Lady
Narcliff, of Chelsea, and the Lady St. John, of
Battersea, have often been heard to talk, and that
they both asserted the truth of this prophecy and
its accomplishment, with particulars that are more
extraordinary than any I have yet mentioned.

This account, as whimsical and romantic as
it is, was told to the Lady Cowper, in the year
1670, by Dr. Patric, late Bishop of Ely, then
chaplain to Sir Walter St. John; and that lady
had the following particulars relative to this
prophecy, and the folfilling of many parts of it
from Mrs. Chute, sister of Mrs. Cholmondeley,
of Vale-royal, who affirmed—That a multitude
of people gathering together to see the eagle
before-mentioned, thebird wasfrightened from her
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young; that she herself was ene of them, and
the cry ameng the peaple was, “ Nixon’s pro-
phecy is fulfilled, and we shall have a foreign
king,” She declared, that she had resd over all
the prophecy many times, when her sister was
with child of the beir who now enjoys the estate.
She particularly remembered that James I1. was
particularly pointed af, and that it was foretold
that he should endeavour to subvert the laws
and religion of this kingdom, for which reason
they woald rise and turnt hise but; shat the sagle
of which Nixon prophenied, perched in one of
the windows all the time her sister wag in labour.
She said it was the biggest bird she ever saw;
that it was in a deep snow, and that it perched
on the edge of a great bew-window, which hed
a large border on the outside, and that she and
many others opened the window o try to frighten
it away, but it weuld not stir ill Mw. Chol-
mondeley was delivered, after which i took a
flight 8o a great tree, opposite the room her
sister lny in, where, having stayed about three
days, it flew away in the might.

She affirmed further to the Lady Cowper, that
the falling of the garden-wall was a thing not te
be questioned, it being in se many people’s me-
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moty. Thut it was foretoM that the heir of
Vade-toysl shodld live te see Euglind invaded
by foreigners, and that he ‘weuld fight Bravely
for ks king and country ¢ That the miler men-
fiotted is- now alive, and’ éxpeets to'Bs knighted,
and'ls in the very mifl foretold : Fhut he shonfd
kil two invaders, whe shall come iw; slié omé
from the west, and the' othér from: the noteh:
that he from the nortl; should briug: with hiin
of afl nations,  Swedes, Danes, Germhns, ‘and
Dutech, amd that' in the folds of his- girmerits
he should bring' fire ' and famine, phrgde’ ant
murder: that many grest batfles should 'bé
fought in England, one upon London-bridge,
which should be g0 bloody, that people will fide
i London streets up to their liorke's bellies'it
blood; that several other battles should be fought
up #nd down most parts of Cheshire; and thé
last that ever would be fought in England
should be on De-la-mere Forest; that the heir
of 'Olton, whose name is E n, and has
married Earl Cholmondeley’s sister, should be
hanged up 4t his own gate. '

Lastly, he foretells great glory and prosperity
to those who stand ap in defence of their lawd
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and liberties, and ruin and misery to those whe
should betray them. He says, the year before
this would happen, bread-corn would be very
dear, and that the year following more trouble
should begin, which would last three years;
that the first would be moderate, the second
bloody, and the third intolerable; that unless
they were shortened no mortal could bear them;
and that there were no mischiefs but what poor
England would feel at that time. But George,
the son of George, should put an end to all.
That afterwards the church should flourish, and
Eng-land be the most glorious nation upon earth.

| The same Lady Cowper was not content to
take these particulars from Mrs. Chute, but she
gnqmred of Sir Thomas Aston of the truth of
this prophecy; and he attested it was in great
‘reputation in Cheshire, and that the facts were
known to have happened as Nixon said they
would; adding, that the morning before the
garden-wall fell, his neighbour, Mr. Cholmon-
deley, going on 2 hunting excursion, said, as he
passed by it, “ Nixon seldom fails, but now I
think he will, for he foretold this day my garden-
wall would fall, and I think it looks as if it
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would stand these forty years: that he had unot
been gone a quarter of an hour before the wall
split, and fell upwards against the rising of the
hill, which, as Nixon would have it, was the pre-
sage of a flourishing church.



